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Deny the fascists a free run 


t the end of last year we started to talk about 

the threat to democratic countries from the 

extreme right being at its greatest since the 

Second World War. That threat was coming 

from far right organisations around Europe, 
with political and financial support coming from Putin’s 
Russia. By the start of 2017 the threat had grown grew by 
leaps and bounds with the victory of Donald Trump in the 
US presidential elections. 

We go to press just after the killing of an anti-fascist 
activist protesting against white supremacists in 
Charlottesville, in the US. That sparked a huge response 
from anti-fascists internationally — but not carrying 
automatic weapons and side arms like the Nazis of the 
uniformed militias. 

Despite Russian money flowing into the coffers of groups 
such as the Alternative for Germany (AfD), mainstream 
Christian Democrat Angela Merkel held them at bay in 
local elections. In France huge sums of money came into 
the fascist Front National's election 
campaign funds — although the tap 


The failure of the British government to make more than 
a token effort to curb a growing restructuring of the far 
right has allowed it a continued free run. Even the banned 
Nazi group National Action continued to attend a number 
of meetings around the country. The hard core of National 
Action is still conducting training with knives and clubs in 
the north of England on a regular basis. 

There is growing disquiet over the lack of response to 
calls to investigate connections between Britain First and 
the murderer of Jo Cox MP, which we have previously set 
out in Searchlight and on our website, in a piece entitled, 
“More Questions than Answers”. That information was also 
in the hands of the former and current commissioners of 
the Metropolitan Police, home secretary Amber Rudd and 
Yvette Cooper, the chair of the parliamentary home affairs 
committee. We are still investigating elements of the killing 
and the killer’s connections. 

Our researchers have listed nearly 150 far right groups 
now operating in Britain. Anti-fascist and anti-racist 

organisations are certainly going to 
have their work cut out to oppose the 


was turned off for a short period, Anti-fascist and anti-racist increasing strength of the fascists 


then restored a few days before the 
presidential election — but again Putin 


organisations are certainly 


and racists. Every weekend now the 
enemy is on the streets or holding, 


got nothing from his investment. But g Oi ng to h ave the ir work cut meetings behind closed doors. On 


we want to recognise the brave people 


some weekends various organisations 


of the Sova Center in Russia, who been out to oppose the increasing have mounted national call-outs in 


forced to register as “agents of a foreign 


power”, because of aid they have been strength of the fascist and 
racist extreme right 


given for their human rights work 
opposing fascism and racism in their 
homeland. 

In Britain we are coming under 
attack by well financed far right press agencies and social 
media outfits from the US and Canada with links leading 
back to Trump’s recently departed strategic advisor 
Steve Bannon and to Richard Spencer’s National Policy 
Institute. But in the wake of Charlottesville, alt-right 
media operations in the US, Canada and the UK have been 
shaken, with individuals in outfits such as Rebel Media 
falling out over money and politics (see page 18). 

In London, Searchlight brought to a halt a third event by 
the antisemitic “Keep Talking” group — see our four-page 
Stop Press supplement inside the back cover of this issue. 
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different parts of the country. 

Now is the time for all those who 
are prepared to make a stand to 
oppose these far right groups. We 
must get back to the heydays of 
the campaigns against the British 
National Party and the English Defence League when well 
organised and well led activists could deny them a free run, 
and were not spread too thinly on the ground. 

The news of two far right demonstrations in July — one 
led by Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, better known as “Tommy 
Robinson” in Manchester, and one organised by the 
Football Lads Alliance in London — with up to 5,000 
marchers on each should be more than a worry for all of us. 
Let’s get back to getting our priorities right. % 


Gerry Gable, editor 
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Reports round-up By Gerry Gable 


The FLA 
demonstration 
reaches London 
Bridge 


Football Lads Alliance march draws 


housands of demonstrators 
: from the Football Lads 
Alliance took to the streets 
at the end of June to march “against 
extremism”. The FLA was launched 
by John Meighan, a convicted football 
hooligan who “supports” Tottenham 
Hotspur, in the aftermath of the 
London Bridge terror attacks. 

The FLA march came just a 
fortnight after a thousands-strong 
demo in Manchester at which former 
English Defence League leader 
Stephen Yaxley-Lennon (“Tommy 
Robinson”) was the main speaker. 

Meighan started a secret Facebook 
group to organise the FLA, adding 
people he knew from football hooligan 
firms — the so-called “football lads”. As 
we go to press there are around 70,000 
members of the invite-only group. 

The FLA’s rapid online growth has 
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seen it reactivate networks of rightwing 
football thugs who provided large 
numbers for EDL protests until five 
years ago. 

But the FLA has grown much faster 
and brought in large numbers of less 
political football supporters. 

As a Counterjihad street movement 
mobilising football supporters, the 
FLA has drawn comparisons with the 
EDL, although Meighan himself does 
not appear to have the background in 
far right politics that Yaxley-Lennon 
did when he launched the EDL. 

The FLA march was attended by 
many far right and neo-Nazi football 
hooligans, including the Chelsea 
Headhunters. Veterans of Combat 
18, the National Front and British 
National Party all took part. There 
were also supporters of several EDL 
splinter groups, such as the Pie and 


Mash Squad and South East Alliance. 
Meighan has expressed opposition 
to racism and denied that the FLA is 
rightwing. But speakers at the FLA 
event included Toni Bugle, founder of 
the far right Islamophobic organisation 
Mothers Against Radical Islam and 
Sharia (“Marias”) who has links with 
the EDL, and Islamophobic Sikh activist 
Mohan Singh, who spoke at Yaxley- 
Lennon’s demo a fortnight previously. 
All football team and political flags 
were banned from the FLA march in a 
bid to appear respectable — a move that 
came under criticism from some FLA 
supporters. But the numbers drawn by 
the initial FLA demo have generated 
greater interest in the group and shored 
up Meighan’s position as its leader. 
Meighan also commands respect 
within the FLA for his background in 
football hooliganism. In 2006, aged 
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thousands 


22, Meighan was stopped at Stansted 
Airport, suspected of trying to travel to 
Germany for the World Cup. The police 
presented the court with evidence 
of more than 160 football thuggery 
incidents. The court gave Meighan 
a three-year banning order. In 2011 
Meighan was in court again over a 
clash after a match between West Ham 
and Spurs. He admitted affray and 
was given a nine month suspended 
sentence and another banning order. 
Meighan is a veteran hooligan. But 
this may not have prepared him for 
leading a street movement like the 
FLA. Kicking some far right activists 
out of the Facebook group did not stop 
neo-Nazi hooligans from attending its 
protest looking for violence. 
The next FLA demo is set for central 
London on Saturday 7 October. 
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National Action tries to beat 
ban with new spin-off groups 


Action (NA) has launched two new 

groups in a bid to circumvent the state 
ban introduced last year. The groups appear to 
be organised regionally rather than nationally. 

In England a group called NS131 has been 
launched — NS is an abbreviation of National 
Socialist, with 131 standing for Anti-Capitalist 
Action. NS131 claims it exists to promote neo- 
Nazi street art and graffiti. NS131’s aesthetic 
and neo-Nazi politics make it a direct successor 
to NA, which had also been making forays into 
the street art scene, including a street portrait 
of Adolf Hitler alongside the word “hero”. 

NS131 was announced with a YouTube video 
in June and a month later a full launch video 
was posted online showing neo-Nazi graffiti 
being sprayed on the walls of a disused building 
in the countryside. 

The group uses Tutanota, one of the 
encrypted email services that NA members 
used to communicate before the group was 
banned. It appears to be modelled on the 
Antikapitalistisches Kollektiv (AKK), a German 
autonomous neo-Nazi group with which NA 
had developed links. 

NS131’s activity appears to be very much like 
NA’s. At the end of July images were posted on 
its website showing neo-Nazis trampling on a 
rainbow flag and holding a captured anti-racist 
banner. 

The videos produced by NS131 use the same 
font as NA and there are favourable comments 


Pp roscribed neo-Nazi terror group National 


about the group on Ironmarch.org, the neo- 
Nazi internet forum run by former NA leader 
Benjamin Raymond. 

Raymond is highly likely to have produced 
the videos launching NS131. His account on the 
image sharing website imgur.com reveals that 
Raymond produced artwork for Scottish Dawn 
(SD), the other new NA group. 

Like NS131, SD is discussed favourably on 
Ironmarch.org, indicating its close connection 
with the NA milieu. But rather than identifying 
explicitly as a neo-Nazi group SD presents itself 
as part of the identitarian current. 

SD’s first public appearance was on an 
anti-refugee protest organised by the Scottish 
Defence League, an explicitly racist splinter 
from the EDL. The group was flying flags which 
had a black Lebensrune (“life rune”)on a yellow 
background — the identitarian colours. The 
Lebensrune was a symbol used by the SS for its 
campaign to raise the number of “racially pure 
and healthy” children born in Nazi Germany. It 
was also used by the Nazis to indicate birth. 

An investigation by the Daily Record and 
investigative website The Ferret revealed 
former NA members were behind SD. Like NA, 
SD is organising camping and hiking activities 
for supporters. 

SD has also claimed it intends to support 
animal welfare and environmentalist 
campaigns. It has also made suggestions 
that it intends to continue the “whites-only” 
foodbanks that NA briefly ran in Glasgow. ~ 


What is Vanguard Britannia? 


Another new neo-Nazi youth group was launched over the summer. This one appears 
to have no connection with National Action. Vanguard Britannia is instead the 
British section of a US neo-Nazi organisation called Vanguard America. The group 
predominantly targets university students with its white nationalist and fascist 


message. 


Although those connected with National Action have derided VB, it draws heavily from the 
banned group and from alt-right internet memes and imagery. VB's first activity was spreading 
antisemitic propaganda. In a video posted on YouTube at the end of July members of VB can 
be seen running around the Hampshire town of Eastleigh and the nearby city of Winchester, 
flyposting a very badly designed antisemitic poster. 

Given the hostility directed towards VB members by other neo-Nazis youths it is difficult to 
imagine them building an effective UK group. Yet their American parent organisation has had 
significant success in building and there are active VA chapters in 13 states across the US. 
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Reports round-up By Gerry Gable 


Polish Nazis go on tour while Britain 
First's leaders head off to Warsaw 


The NOP 
demonstrates in 
Britain (right) and 
in Poland (below) 
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By Jacob Fleming 


here are hundreds of 
; thousands of Polish people in 

Britain, including relatively 
recent migrants and those who came 
here during the Second World War. 
They have been a great asset to this 
country — as students, skilled workers 
and professionals. Worryingly, many 
of them face racism in Britain. 

But a handful of Polish Nazis — a 
tiny percentage of Polish migrants 
both historic and recent — are making 
their presence felt through their 
violent activities. They are members 
of the National Rebirth of Poland — 
the Narodowe Odrodzenie Polski or 
NOP - one of the largest and most 
violent Nazi groups in Poland. 

A small number of other far right 
elements have turned up here, 
including antisemitic ultra-Catholics, 


ADDOWE DDRO 


NAT HON AL ABE ee 


several of whom are so hardline that 
even the Polish Catholic Church, not 
known for its liberalism, has cast 
them out. 

Over the past few years we have 
witnessed NOP members, both men 
and women, turning up to take part 
in racist and openly Nazi activities 
organised by British groups. On 
some occasions the muscle the NOP 
provides has made the difference for 
British Nazi groups such as Jeremy 
“Jez” Bedford-Turner’s London 
Forum. 

NOP members also went on the 
attack to protect British Nazis in 
Liverpool last year, when several 
NOP street fighters were charged 
with trying to attack anti-fascist 
protesters and laying into the police. 
Those arrested were not local, but had 
travelled long distances to attend the 
event. 

When British Nazis demonstrated 
their support for the regime of Syrian 
butcher Assad outside the Syrian 
embassy in London, the Polish Nazis 
were there. 

Three years ago NOP organiser 
Arkadiusz Rzepinski helped organise 
the first two of a series of paramilitary 
training camps in this country, 
alongside Matt Tait, a British Nazi, 
and Denis Nikitin, the infamous 
Russian martial arts practitioner and 
close friend of Russia’s president 
Vladimir Putin. 

The fascist group Britain First has 
also tried repeatedly — but so far 
unsuccessfully — to bring in ultra-right 
Catholic speakers from Poland to the 
UK for its own events. 

However, Britain First’s leaders, 
Paul Golding and Jayda Fransen, have 
recently been in Warsaw arranging 
another attempt to bring to the UK 
priests who are so extreme that they 
have been sacked from the Catholic 
communities in which they worked in 
Poland. 


Golding and Fransen, who claim 
to be British patriots, produced a 
series of videos of themselves in 
Warsaw in which they attacked 
Britain with disparaging remarks 
about multicultural London and gave 
a glowing endorsement of the Polish 
capital, where the activities of far right 
groups mean it is increasingly unsafe 
for decent Polish people, migrants and 
refugees. 

Now NOP supporters have upped 
their violence on the international 
stage. In Iceland two Polish Nazis 
joined the Black Pistons, a Hell’s 
Angels motorcycle gang, in the 
murder of a German citizen visiting 
the country. In Utrecht, in the 
Netherlands, a woman was shot dead 
by a Polish Nazi. 

In Scotland, gangs have been 
beating up rough sleepers or trying 
to recruit them into the NOP fold by 
setting up a fake Catholic charity. 

Now the media has set about 
exposing them — let’s hope there 
will be a quick intervention by the 
police, the Catholic leadership and the 
Charity Commission. 


Unscrupulous 


Many NOP and other Polish Nazi 
leading lights are also into drug 
dealing, trafficking young women into 
brothels in Britain and working with 
unscrupulous employers to provide 
something close to slave labour. 

But they have faced opposition 
from other Poles in Britain. Two years 
ago after racist thugs attacked black, 
Asian and Jewish families at a festival 
in a North London park, thousands 
of Poles living in Britain posted a 
great response on the internet. These 
included Polish war veterans who flew 
in the Battle of Britain and fought 
elsewhere alongside the Allied forces. 

Polish people in Britain oppose the 
vicious behaviour of groups such as 
the NOP. 
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Birmingham 
stands up 
against Britain 
First, restricting 
the fascists to 
underpasses 


Birmingham blocks fascist march 


embers of fascist group Britain when they heard Britain First had been given __ to force a path for the Nazis, who were 

First was blocked by anti-fascists | permission for the march. redirected through a series of side streets and 

when they tried to march through On the day, when Britain First’s members underpasses towards the city centre. 
Birmingham on 24 June. formed up, they appeared to think the police When the fascists emerged they faced an 

People from the local community, trade would guard them all the way through the even bigger community protest, ensuring that 

unionists, faith groups and the local Unite protest. But shortly after they set off, they they were allowed only a short meeting — with 
Against Fascism group came together to found their route blocked by hundreds of nobody seeing or hearing it except their own 
take a firm but non-violent course of action local people. The police did not attempt thugs before they were finally sent packing. 
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Nazi terrorist back in jai 


orst Mahler will be known to many 

longtime anti-fascists and Searchlight 

readers as a man who has spent a lifetime 

as an active terrorist and a guru for 

thousands of hardline Nazis as well as 
those who frequent the meetings of extreme right groups 
around the world. 

His father was an underground opponent of the 
government in the former German Democratic Republic, 
which was controlled by the Soviet Union, after the Second 
World War. For some unknown reason the East German 
regime relaxed the strict rules prohibiting its citizens from 
leaving the country and allowed the family to move to West 
Germany. Suddenly Mahler became an activist inside the 
left-controlled student movement. His writings attracted, 
and in some cases still attract, a readership in fringe 
anarchist groups. 

He ended up as an active member of the terrorist Baader 
Meinhof group, which bombed and murdered its way 
across West Germany. The West German government 
and media proclaimed that the group came from the left. 
Others were suspicious that it was a creation of Gladio, the 
Nato and CIA-backed organisation that was using far right 
groups as “stay-behinds”, should Russian tanks roll into 
the West. Gladio aimed to destroy the legitimate left and 
the growing peace and anti-war movement. 

The Baader Meinhof group targeted a wide range 


from being banned. Sometimes his relationship with the 


Horst Mahler 
with the banner 


NPD leadership was fractious. But his esteem grew in the 
international hardline Nazi scene. 


of institutions and individuals. Many bombings of US 
military bases took place, and businessmen and politicians 


were also targeted. But the group also targeted Jewish a ys In recent years he played a leading role internationally 
Ser rey : : modern day Nazi ; : ‘ 
institutions and, in one raid on a care home for elderly party, the NPD alongside Holocaust deniers, not only in Europe but 


Jews, a caretaker was shot dead in a cold-blooded murder worldwide. He drew in a number of older and somé 


for which nobody was ever convicted. When the group 
collapsed, its two main leaders died in prison in mysterious 


Among others who were prepared to 
take a stand on Mahler’s behalf were 
Gudrun Himmler, the daughter of 
Nazi SS leader Heinrich Himmler 


circumstances. Some members fled aboard, others died 
and some received prison sentences. Among these was 
Mahler. 

When Mahler eventually left his prison cell he joined 
the post-war German Nazi scene and ended up as the 
lawyer defending the National Democratic Party (NPD), 
the largest extreme right party, in the constitutional 
courts. It was Mahler’s skill as a lawyer that saved the NPD 
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younger people who idolised him. These included the jazz 
musician Gilad Atzmon, a self-declared “proud self-hating 
Jew”, who started to campaign for Mahler’s release from 
prison, where his activities had again led him. 

Among others who were prepared to take a stand on 
Mahler’s behalf were Gudrun Himmler, the daughter of 
SS leader Heinrich Himmler, and a group of other ageing 
senior SS women, who were involved in distributing 
illegal Nazi propaganda and training young Nazis. They 
intervened by raising funds to support the defence in court. 

Mahler’s supporters wanted to give an international 
dimension to the campaign for his release by calling on 
other Nazis to protest and picket German embassies 
abroad, and to demonstrate outside the courts when 
Mahler was appearing. 

Atzmon has built a very close relationship with Mahler. 
They have exchanged communications, sometimes 
illegally, with Mahler writing many words of praise about 
Atzmon and vice versa. Atzmon, who is one of the world’s 
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top jazz musicians, makes a very good living appearing 
in Britain and other European countries. But some time 
ago he became very nervous that the German authorities 
were intercepting some of the illicit communications 
between him and Mahler and decided to stay out of 
Germany because, if action had been taken against him 
under the Schengen Treaty, he would have been banned 
from entering all 26 countries covered by the agreement. 
Clearly, when push came to shove, Atzmon put earning a 
living before his support for a Nazi icon. 

Mahler became seriously ill and part of one of his legs 
had to be amputated. He was then returned to carry on 
serving his sentence in a prison hospital. At this point 
the authorities served fresh charges against him over his 
renewed illegal activities. His supporters decided to take 
the step of rescuing him from prison. 

On 20 April 2017, the anniversary of Hitler’s birth, 
Mahler was sprung from prison and driven across the 
German-Hungarian border to the town of Sopron, 
which has a large German population. Many friends and 
admirers of Mahler were waiting to greet him. The group 
that assisted in his escape was an upmarket Holocaust 
denying outfit called Ende der Liige, the “End of the Lie”. 
Its leaders are Henry Hafenmayer, Christian Zielonka 
and Robert Steinert. The group appears to have its base in 
northern Germany. 

Mahler brought his legal knowledge into play with 
an appeal to the rightwing Hungarian government for 
political asylum, but his timing was out of sync as the 
government had just begun expelling foreign Nazis who 
had set up shop and moved to the country. Among the 
first to be expelled were Nick Griffin, the former British 
National Party leader, and his extremist Ulster Loyalist 
associate, James Dowson. 

Mahler’s application was immediately rejected and 
he was put on his way back to a prison cell in Germany. 
We wonder why the Hungarians are continuing to allow 
Arktos Media, one of the largest peddlers of all sorts of 
Nazi and hate material, to stay. At least Mahler himself is 
back in jail. 
= Also in Hungary, out of the blue, an openly Nazi party, 
Force and Determination, has announced its formation 
and hopes to do well in the 2018 elections. Its leaders, 


Balazs Laszl6 and Zsolt Tyirityan, have presumably created 


this group because the existing fascist party, Jobbik, has 
begun to weaken its extreme line in the hope of closing the 
gap between it and Fidesz, the ruling rightwing party. The 
new group thinks the field is now open for it to continue 
the wave of murderous attacks on Roma communities and 
the few refugees who have made it through the heavily 
militarised Hungarian border. 
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Russian fighter Nikitin 
invited to German event 


By Jacob Fleming 


One of Germany’s most vibrant Nazi youth organisations, the Third 
Way, sent out an international invitation for a major music event in 
Thiringen on 15 July this year. 

The guests included Denis Nikitin, described as coming from the 
Russian organisation White Rex. Searchlight readers will be aware of 
Nikitin’s sinister travels extending his cage and kick boxing skills and 
his paramilitary training, mainly for Nazis under the age of 30, in lethal 
combat techniques. 

Nikitin has travelled to more than a dozen European countries. As 
well as teaching killing techniques he has trained people in subversive 
activities such as the infiltration of legitimate peace and anti-austerity 
demonstrations in the UK. Football fans will recall Nikitin’s role as the 
chief thug last summer in Marseille during Euro 2016. Nikitin and his 
White Rex gang caused mayhem when they stormed a stadium where 
Russia and England were playing. 

Next year Russia will host the 2017 World Cup and Putin claims he has 
put laws in place to tackle hooliganism. | expect, continuing in the “big 
lie” technique invented by Hitler's propaganda chief Goebbels, Putin will 
continue trying to tell the world that football fans will be safe in Mother 
Russia, when the most notorious football hooligan is Nikitin. 

On the day of the music festival, 6,000 Nazis gathered in Thuringen. 
According to eye-witness reports from the event, German federal law 
was broken on at least 40 occasions during the proceedings without any 
action by the police. 
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Rightwing US commentator Ann Coulter has taken up the 
environmental cause. Or has she? Frank Houghton looks 
at how Coulter used Earthday to try to paint racism green 


What 
on 


his year environmental 
campaigners marked 
the 47th anniversary of 
Earthday. Conceived 
amid protests against 
the Vietnam War and student 
unrest in the US, and partly inspired 
by historian and conservationist 
Rachel Carson’s 1962 book Silent 
Spring, Earthday aimed to energise 
environmental action through popular 
protest. The inaugural Earthday 
in 1970 saw 20 million Americans 
protesting. By 1990 it involved 200 
million people across 141 countries. 
But this year US conservative 
social and political commentator 
Ann Coulter tried to use Earthday 
as a convenient peg to launch one of 
her regular racist diatribes against 
immigrants — this time wrapped up 
in green rhetoric. The nature of her 
Earthday commentary can be seen 
in the title, “Your choice: a green 
America or a brown America.” 
Coulter has gained significant 
exposure through supporting US 
president Donald Trump over the 
past year, as evidenced in her book 
In Trump We Trust. Her notoriety 
increased after the University of 
California at Berkeley cancelled 
her speech for fear of violence and 
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civil disorder. This move prompted 
rightwing student groups to sue the 
university, citing freedom of speech. 

Coulter has a long history of racist 
attacks on immigrants — including 
in her book Adios, America: The 
Left’s Plan to Turn Our Country 
into a Third World Hellhole. One 
of Coulter’s trademarks has been to 
equate Hispanic immigrants with 
child rapists. “Before breathing a sigh 
of relief that, unlike Western Europe, 
we don’t have Muslim rapists pouring 
into our country, recall that we have 
Mexican rapists pouring into our 
country,” she writes. 

“Almost all peasant cultures are 
brimming with rapists, pederasts 
and child abusers. Latin America just 
happens to be the peasant culture 
closest to the United States, while the 
Muslims are closest to Europe.” 

Such a false conflation of 
immigration, border security and 
sexual assault is nothing new and has 
been noted elsewhere. Coulter also 
openly attacks Muslim immigrants to 
the US. Recurring themes emphasise 
the “large” US population of Muslims, 
the idea that US Muslims should 
emigrate, and claims that accounts 
of assaults on Muslims are false and 
that the grandfathers of white US 


citizens were all born in the US — 
which is supposed to entitle them to 
more rights, although interestingly 
the rights of Native Americans are not 
discussed. She also believes that the 
media is a leftwing conspiracy. 

But before dismissing Coulter as a 
fantasist, it is important to remember 
that Adios, America was a New 
York Times bestseller, and that she 
is a syndicated columnist, an active 
blogger and author of more than ten 
books. 


Attacked : 


On Earthday, Coulter attacked 

US environmental campaigning 
organisation the Sierra Club, before 
continuing a familiar racist polemic 
against Hispanic immigrants. 

But the attack was notable for 
her use of an environmentalist, 
conservation perspective. Coulter’s 
barrage against the Sierra Club 
accused it of accepting a $100m 
(£78m) donation linked to not 
discussing immigration. 

Coulter’s portrayal is notably 
different to that of other 
commentators, who have outlined 
how “progressive Sierra Club 
members, as well as 13 past Club 
presidents, are fighting back” against 
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attempts at a “hostile takeover by 
forces allied with... a variety of 
rightwing extremists”. 

Coulter’s Earthday diatribe 
continued, “People... can’t help but 
notice the environmental damage 
being done by hundreds of thousands 
of Latin Americans clamouring 
across the border every year, setting 
fires, dumping litter, spray-painting 
gang signs in our parks and defacing 
ancient Indian petroglyphs.” 

She added, “The problem isn’t 
just the number of people traipsing 
through our wilderness areas; it’s that 
primitive societies have no concept of 
‘litter’. That’s a quirk of prosperous 
societies. The damage to our parks 
shows these cultural differences.” 

This emphasis on the “clamouring” 
masses crossing the border is both 
alarmist and reminiscent of neo- 
Malthusian ideas of a population 
“bomb”. Coulter describes what she 
calls the “Hispanic littering problem”, 
stating, “The Mexican cultural trait of 
littering is apparently well known to 
everyone.” 

For support she draws on the 
work of Rosa Oakes, author of a 
text entitled Desert Trash: Illegal 
Immigrants’ Impact on the 
Environment. Oakes describes the 
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“reprehensible” damage being done 
to “towering cactus, Joshua trees, 
flowering cactus varieties, colourful 
wildflowers and rock formations” by 
allegedly illegal immigrants. 

Oakes provides a written 
description of areas along the US 
side of the Mexican border, as well 
as a number of photographs. It is 
interesting to note that other potential 
instigators of at least some of this 
environmental damage — animals, 
livestock, visitors and hikers — which 
are noted by Oakes are glossed over in 
the account presented by Coulter. 

It is hard not to juxtapose these 
tales of littering and environmental 
damage perpetrated by migrants 
with the way other concerns over 
environmental contamination in 
once-pristine environments have been 
ignored by the far right. The issue 
of rubbish left by foreign climbers 
on Mount Everest in Nepal is well 
known, for example. And given the 
danger, distance, temperatures and 
arid terrain confronting immigrants 
crossing the US-Mexico border, it 
seems nonsensical to expect a “leave 
no trace” approach. 

Some of the language used by Oakes 
is deeply disturbing. In shaded areas, 
where migrants shelter en-route, she 


Ann Coulter 

(left) ignores real 
environmental 
threats, such as 
the Dakota Access 
oil pipeline, which 
has sparked huge 
protests (above) 


describes the accumulation of rubbish 
as “similar to family groups of nesting 
apes in the jungle”. 

After reviewing just three US towns 
with Hispanic Chambers of Commerce 
and litter problems Coulter claims, 
“Mass Third World immigration is a 
triple whammy for the environment 
because: 

1 Millions more people are tromping 
through our country; 

2 The new people do not share 
Americans’ love of nature and 
cleanliness; and 

3 We're not allowed to criticise them.” 


Racist 


This contrast between cleanliness and 
“littering immigrants” is reminiscent 
of other racist tropes such as those 

of the immigrant as dirty, contagious 
or contaminated. And, deliberately 
misquoting the poem associated 

with the Statue of Liberty, Coulter 
concludes, “Give me your tired, your 
poor, your empties and pizza boxes, 
your Cheetos bags, your soiled diapers 
and abandoned couches...” 

It is alarming that Coulter ignores 
other initiatives that will have serious 
negative impacts on the environment. 
These include the construction of 
the Dakota Access and Keystone XL 
oil pipelines, and Trump’s hostility 
towards the Paris climate agreement. 
Other examples include Trump’s 
promotion of coal production and 
his review of his predecessor Barack 
Obama’s clean power initiatives. 

Coulter’s approach to the topic of 
race and the environment revives 
and promotes old stereotypes 
of immigrants as lazy, dirty, 
untrustworthy, infectious sexual 
predators. It should be acknowledged 
that Coulter is an increasingly 
influential demagogue of the far right 
in a “post-truth” world. She should 
not be ignored. She offers public 
intellectual leadership to the far right. 
Coulter’s racist propaganda has been 
dubbed “weaponised lies” — it’s the 
most appropriate term. t 


m This is an edited version of an article 
that appears in full with references at 
is.gd/searchlightearthday 

Frank Houghton is chair of the 
department of public health and 
health administration at Eastern 
Washington University 
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VAI tae wena, 
Same | 


The French fascist leader won a 
record vote in the presidential 
elections. Henri Bernard reports 


ront National leader Marine Le Pen got the 

highest ever number of votes for a far right 

candidate in the French presidential election 

in May this year. She gained more than 10.6 

million votes — nearly double the 5.5 million her 
fascist father Jean-Marie Le Pen managed in 2002 — but 


not enough to beat the winner, Emmanuel Macron. 1 5 a 
Marine Le Pen’s 2017 campaign was backed by many au 
of the same international forces that supported Donald 
Trump’s successful campaign for the US presidency and ———————__ Loeuillet, was secretly filmed suggesting that there were no 
expressed joy at Britain’s vote to leave the EU in June last Marine Le Pen mass killings in Nazi camps. The FN was forced to suspend 
year. Le Pen ran a campaign that saw her continue her hasworkedhard _ the official for Holocaust denial. 
strategy of trying to detoxify the FN’s fascist image. She to try to rid the Le Pen has attempted to soften the party’s image by 
even went as far as standing down as party leader weeks Front National of describing the Holocaust as “the height of barbarism”, openly 
before the election — yet less than a week afterwards she its fascist image discussing her experiences as a woman and a mother, and 
was back at the helm. banning skinheads from public rallies. Two years ago she 
The party has long been associated with the most went as far as expelling her father, for claiming that the leader 
extreme parts of the far right. Jean-Marie Le Pen, the of the collaborationist Vichy regime during the Second World 
party’s founder, notoriously described the Holocaust War was not a traitor and for reiterating his antisemitism. 
as a “detail of history” and has called for the systematic Marine Le Pen has also attempted to portray herself 
repatriation of all immigrants. He has picked up a number as a stateswoman, capable of leading France on the 
of convictions for racism and hate speech over the years. international stage. In March she visited the Kremlin to 
When Marine Le Pen succeeded her father as party meet Russian president Vladimir Putin. On the visit she 
leader in 2011, she set out to “de-demonise” the party. She expressed her support for Putin’s annexation of Crimea 
has done this partly by drawing on the experience of the and her opposition to EU sanctions on Russia. 
rightwing Counterjihad movement. Instead of directing her This was not the start of the relationship between the 
ire at Jewish people, as her father did, Marine rails against FN and Russia, but rather a high point. Because of the 
Muslims. But while there has been a public shift away from FN’s fascist background French banks have refused to 
antisemitism and towards anti-Muslim rhetoric, there lend money to the party, forcing Le Pen to look elsewhere. 
remains a current in the party that is virulently antisemitic. When the party was struggling for cash in 2014, it was 
Earlier in the year the head of the FN in Nice, Benoit bailed out by Russian banks suspected of links to Putin. 
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The party took loans totalling €11m (£9.4m) from 
Russian sources in 2014, brokered by Jean-Luc 
Schaffhauser, a former energy consultant who is now an 
MEP for the FN. The majority of the funds came from 
a small Moscow-based outfit called First Czech Russian 
Bank, which had links to the Kremlin. The lender’s banking 
licence was revoked at the start of this year by the Russian 
central bank, causing the FN treasurer to reveal that the 
party was soliciting other Russian lenders for €25m to 
bankroll Le Pen’s presidential campaign. 

After months of speculation about Russian interference 
and hacking in last year’s US presidential election, Putin 
told Le Pen during their meeting in March that Russia 
had no intention of interfering in the French election. “We 
do not want to influence events in any way,” he said. But 
a Russian hacking group called Pawn Storm was linked 
to 160 attacks on Emmanuel Macron’s email server and 
website. The hacking group is also known as Fancy Bear or 
APT 28 and is suspected of being part of the Russian state 
intelligence apparatus by US intelligence agencies and 
various internet security firms. 

Staff working on Macron’s campaign were sent 
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“phishing” emails, encouraging them to visit fake websites 
that would capture their login credentials, according to 

a report from a Japanese security firm. This would allow 
the hackers to gain access to the staffers’ accounts. This 

is the same technique that Russian-backed hackers are 
believed to have used leading to the release of damaging 
emails on Hillary Clinton’s campaign against Trump. One 
of the targets of that hack was John Podesta, the chair of 
Clinton’s presidential campaign. 

In October 2016, Wikileaks published thousands of emails 
that were believed to come from the hack on Podesta’s 
Gmail account. Alt-right supporters started a conspiracy 
theory that Podesta’s emails contained coded references 
to human trafficking and child sexual abuse, alleged to 
have taken place at a pizzeria called Comet Ping Pong in 
Washington DC. This was the “Pizzagate” conspiracy theory, 
which has now been thoroughly debunked. 

The theory was pushed heavily online by alt-right activists 
towards the end of the US election campaign, culminating in 
a North Carolina man firing an assault rifle in the restaurant. 
One of the most high-profile proponents of the Pizzagate 
theory was Jack Posobiec, who was then Washington 
correspondent for the Canadian alt-right YouTube channel 
Rebel Media. Posobiec was the first person on Twitter to 
use the #MacronLeaks hashtag after thousands of internal 
documents from Macron’s campaign were dumped online 
by hackers. The documents were released an hour before the 
official end of campaigning in the French election, meaning 
that neither Macron nor Le Pen could respond. 


Electoral laws 


The documents, which amounted to a total of more than 
9GB of data, were first released on the /pol/ channel of 
imageboard 4chan, which is popular with the alt-right. 
Just 14 minutes after the 4chan post Posobiec released 

his tweet. Posobiec claims he had been waiting for the 
documents, having been in touch with a hacker behind the 
attack on Macron. 

But the impact of the leak was mitigated by France’s tough 
electoral laws. The electoral commission warned social 
media users and the traditional media that publishing the 
documents could lead to criminal prosecutions. There were 
also obvious forgeries among the documents. 

While the FN’s vote in the presidential election may 
have surged, the party took a smaller vote in the National 
Assembly elections a month after the presidential poll. But 
Le Pen was elected to the assembly for the first time. And 
while the assembly results fell well short of the FN’s initial 
expectations, the FN took eight out of the 577 seats — up 
from just two at the last election. 

Le Pen stood in the depressed former mining town 
of Henin-Beaumont, the same seat she contested in the 
2012 election. Her victory can partly be attributed to a 
large drop in voter turnout — more than 15% of those who 
voted in the 2012 election stayed at home this time. Le 
Pen’s overall number of votes in the constituency fell from 
26,696 in 2012 to 22,769 this time. 

While supporters of the far right will undoubtedly be 
buoyed by Le Pen’s election to the National Assembly, her 
failure to win the presidency at this point has been a setback. 
Le Pen has since launched an internal shake-up of the 
organisation — but there is no sign she is going away. e 
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Northern whites 


A bust-up between Nazi publishers has led to rival international gatherings of fascists 


in Scandinavia. Gerry Gable reports on an event held in Norway this summer 


he world’s two largest 

Nazi publishing houses 

are engaged in an 

acrimonious dispute, 

which emerged around 
two conferences of the international 
far right in Scandinavia, Searchlight 
can reveal. 

Earlier this year Searchlight 
supplied the international media 
with details of an international Nazi 
gathering in Stockholm, Sweden, a 
regular feature since the creation 
of Generation Identity early in this 
decade. The public exposure of this 
event, which took place in February, 
exacerbated a row that was already 
brewing between Counter-Currents 
Publishing and Arktos Media. 

Arktos was set up in India by 
John Morgan, an American, and 
Daniel Friberg, a Swedish Nazi and 
businessman, and is now based in 
Hungary. 


Recently a small “volkisch” far right 


group called Scandza Forum started 
making its presence felt publicly with 
calls for more international activity. 
Searchlight learned from our inside 


especially from the Norwegian 
newspaper Dagbladet. Several people 
from the UK were expected to attend 
the Oslo event and, as on previous 
occasions, Greg Johnson and some 
other overseas visitors stopped in 
London on their way. 

The Oslo conference was titled 
“Globalism v the Ethnostate”. Its 
programme states that white people 
are about to become a minority in 
several countries and that politicians 
are leaving Europe and the US open 
to immigrants without consulting the 
people. 

One of the scheduled speakers 
was Colin Robertson, the man 
behind a video blog called Millennial 
Woes, on which he airs his white 
supremacist and antisemitic views to 
20,000 followers. Robertson, 34, is 
an unemployed former student who 


lives with his father in Linlithgow, 
Scotland. He has posted around 
600 videos on. YouTube, which have 
received 2.1 million views. 

Last year Robertson spoke at a 
conference of Richard Spencer’s US 
alt-right National Policy Institute, 
where supporters gave Nazi salutes 
and shouted “Hail Trump”. 

Other speakers included Johnson, 
who is a leading white nationalist 
ideologue. In an article for Counter- 
Currents, Johnson refers to the Jews 
as “powerful and malicious enemies 
who bear a great deal of blame for 
the white race’s decline” and says 
that they should move to their own 
“ethnostate” — ie to Israel. 

Another speaker was Mike Peinovic, 
alias Mike Enoch. Enoch is known 
from the websites The Daily Shoah 
and The Right Stuff. Both have been 


sources that a major event was to take 
place in Oslo on 1 July 2017 under the 
Scandza banner, heavily supported by 
Greg Johnson’s Counter-Currents. 


Accusing 


We also discovered that Morgan had 
left Arktos to take up a senior role in 
Johnson’s outfit, accusing parts of 
Arktos’s management of embezzling 
money. Friberg and the Arktos team 
were barred from attending the Oslo 
conference. 

Internal documents obtained by 
Searchlight included a list of speakers 
and delegates with 190 names. 

We made this list available to the 
mainstream media and to anti-fascist 
groups in Norway and Sweden and 
received a good level of co-operation, 
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described as racist and antisemitic. 
Johnson and Peinovic promote 
a message that the white race is 
threatened by demographic trends, as 
well as being the victim of a modern 
popular culture that portrays white 
men as villains in movies and on 
television. 

According to the conference’s 
Facebook page, the event was to 
be covered by the Swedish internet 
radio station Red Ice Creations. This 
station gives airtime to Nazis all over 
the world. It broadcasts in English, 
which has helped establish the station 
internationally. Publicity for the 
conference did not give the venue — 
participants had to register by email 
and pay 500 krone (£45) to attend. 

Scandza Forum, which organised 
the conference, is registered in 
Bergen, south-west Norway, according 
to the Bronnoysund Register. Scandza 
is led by Olav Torheim, the gatekeeper 
of the Identity website who has edited 
the online magazine Malmannen for 
several years. 

The magazine used to be devoted 
to promoting “Hognorsk”, an 
antiquarian and formal form of 
Nynorsk (one of the two written 
languages in Norway). There is no 
connection between Hggnorsk/ 
Nynorsk and racism. But over the 
years the website has devoted more 


and more space to identitarian and 
far right material, including glowing 
reviews of marches and white power 
concerts. Torheim was also listed as a 
speaker at the Oslo conference. 

Malmannen has for years visited 
a wide range of events around 
Europe under the direction of 
neo-fascist and neo-Nazi groups. 
Some of this is presented as purely 
journalistic coverage, but Torheim 
has also appeared as a politically 
active participant. For example, 
he participated in a panel during 
Festival Boreal in Hungary in 2012. 
The website also hailed the Ordre 
Nouveau, a post-war neo-fascist 
movement in France. 

Another of the Oslo conference 
organisers was the Icelandic writer 
Frodi Midjord, who has previously 
written for the newspaper of the 
Nynorsk Swede Party. 

The journalist and author @yvind 
Stremmen told Dagbladet that 
Malmannen and the Oslo conference 
are both representatives of the 
far right identitarian movement. 
Identitarianism started in France, 
in around 2003, but has spread to a 
number of European countries. 

One of its best known 
representatives today is the Austrian 
Martin Sellner, who visited Oslo in 
May where he attended a seminar 
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The Scandza 
Forum's Oslo 
conference came 
hard on the heels 
of the Stockholm 
event in May 


entitled “The New Political Reality” at 
the Eldorado bookshop. 

Identitarianism sets itself against 
multiculturalism, which it wants to 
replace with an “ethnopluralism”, in 
which cultures would be kept separate 
and cultivate their own distinctive 
characters. 

Identitarianism attempts to 
cultivate an intellectual image, but 
identitarians have attempted to 
mount actions against ships that were 
on their way to pick up refugees in the 
Mediterranean. In recent years there 
has been an increasing overlap with 
the US alt-right. 


Hitler 


The purpose of the identititarian 
movement is to wash away what its 
adherents consider to be the biggest 
disasters for the white race. The first 
was the defeat of Hitler in the Second 
World War. The second was the “1968 
generation” and the emergence of the 
modern left and multiculturalism. The 
identitarians’ goal is to create a new 
youth generation in opposition to this. 
They do not want to recruit skinheads, 
but middle class youths, students and, 
if possible, their teachers. 

Stremmen thinks it is natural to 
see the Oslo conference in connection 
with the event at Eldorado Kino in 
May. There is no direct connection 
between the two events, but it is clear 
that Donald Trump’s election in the 
US and the attention the alt-right 
movement has gained in its wake has 
provided inspiration for those who 
want to create an alternative on the 
right in Norway. 

The arrangement with Sellner 
was an attempt at this. The Oslo 
conference was another, although 
organised by elements that are far 
further to the right than Sellner 
and the organisers of the Eldorado 
bookshop event. This in many ways 
represents the outer edges of the 
alt-right movement. For example, 
Johnson is an outspoken antisemite, 
and argues against the “mixing” of 
races, says Strommen. 

Oslo police told Dagbladet that 
they were aware of the conference, 
but did not want to make any further 
statement. Many of the people 
involved in the Oslo gathering on 1 
July were expected to attend a second 
get-together in Oslo later in the 
month. ® 


Searchlight | 17 


Tommy 
Robinson 


back in business 


Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, better known as former English Defence League leader 
Tommy Robinson, is back on the streets - but this time he has linked up with the new 
alt-right and its growing social media networks. Jack Mills traces the connections 


he founder and former leader of the English 
Defence League, Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, 
better known as Tommy Robinson, is back 
on the streets and part of Britain’s emerging 
alt-right scene. Under his leadership the EDL 
became Britain’s largest far right street movement since 
Mosley’s Blackshirts in the 1930s. Now he has joined a 
hard right YouTube channel that has helped him to launch 
his latest anti-Muslim protest group, “UK Against Hate”. 

UK Against Hate held its first protest in Manchester at the 
start of June, drawing thousands of anti-Muslim marchers 
who rampaged through the city, clashing with anti-fascists, 
terrorising residents and stretching police resources to their 
limits. Many thought this was a return of the EDL. 

The event had been billed as a protest by a group called 
Gays Against Sharia, which has links to the EDL, but 
Yaxley-Lennon took over organising the protest just days 
before it was due to take place. This was done with the 
assistance of Rebel Media, the Canadian YouTube channel 
that has been steadily building an alt-right audience over 
the past two years and is Yaxley-Lennon’s new home. He is 
becoming one of Rebel’s highest profile contributors. 


Charlottesville 


Rebel became mired in crisis in August, in the wake of 

the attack in Charlottesville, in the US state of Virginia, in 
which an anti-fascist protesting against white supremacists 
was killed and many others were injured. A widespread 
anti-racist backlash in revulsion against the killings piled 
pressure on Rebel because of its association with the 

US alt-right. That led to sackings and resignations, with 
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Yaxley-Lennon’s UK sidekick Caolan Robertson — who 

we discuss below — firing off a video alleging financial 
wrongdoing and claiming that the channel was prioritising 
stories that could be used to build an activist network. 

In turn Ezra Levant, the controversial Canadian far 
right media personality who founded Rebel, has denied 
Robertson’s allegations and a war of words continues as 
Searchlight goes to press (see the four-page supplement 
inside the back cover for updates). But while divisions are 
opening up, the Rebel story shows how easy it is for such 
alt-right media outlets to grow. And, at the time of writing, 
Yaxley-Lennon is still sticking by Levant and Rebel. 

Yaxley-Lennon has made several videos for the channel, 
some of which could have earned Rebel thousands of dollars 
in advertising revenue from YouTube, according to estimates 
based on viewing figures. The videos show him tracking 
down and attempting to intimidate journalists who have 
written about him, particularly those who have pointed out 
that he is part of the far right — the former British National 
Party member is keen to reinvent himself. 

One series of videos saw Yaxley-Lennon receive a 
suspended sentence for contempt of court after he turned 
up outside a court hearing, trying to intimidate defendants 
in sexual abuse cases. 

Rebel was founded by Levant, who was formerly a host 
on a short-lived rightwing cable news network. When the 
plug was pulled on the Sun News Network in February 
2015 he launched Rebel with the help of crowdfunding, 
which raised over $100,000 (£78,000) for initial costs. 
The directors of Rebel’s parent company, Rebel News 
Network Ltd, are Levant, Hannah Vanderkooy and 
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Hamish Marshall. Vanderkooy was the senior producer for 
Levant’s Sun News Network show. Marshall is an Oxford- 
educated conservative strategist and pollster who worked 
in the office of former Canadian prime minister Stephen 
Harper. Rebel’s registered office is given as a suite above a 
shopping centre in central Toronto. 


Since its launch, Rebel has grown rapidly. The channel now 
hosts over 6,000 videos, has over 800,000 subscribers 
and has clocked up over 232 million views. The most 
popular videos on the channel support Donald Trump, 
attack feminists and “social justice warriors” or SJWs — the 
alt-right slang term for anti-sexists and anti-racists which 
came into use following “Gamergate”, the online campaign 
that gave birth to the alt-right. 

Gamergate saw a wave of online harassment targeted at 
women in the video game industry. It united anti-feminist 
“men’s rights” activists, neo-Nazis and internet trolls 
from imageboards like 4chan and websites like Reddit. As 
Gamergate died down this new online movement morphed 
into the alt-right and threw its support behind Donald 
Trump as a candidate in the US presidential elections. 

In recent months current and former Rebel contributors 
have moved from verbally attacking feminists and the left 
to encouraging and celebrating far right violence. The far 
right mobilisation for the April 2017 “Battle of Berkeley” was 
heavily promoted by Lauren Southern who contributed to 
Rebel from 2015 until March this year. Southern was recently 
detained alongside three activists from Generation Identity by 
Italian authorities for trying to stop a boat rescuing migrants 
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Former EDL 
leader Stephen 
Yaxley-Lennon on 
the mic for Rebel 
Media 


in the Mediterranean sea. The far right violence at Berkeley 
was celebrated by Vice founder Gavin McInnes on his Rebel 
show. McInnes is also the founder of a far right street gang, 
the Proud Boys, which has been involved in numerous clashes 
with the far left, including at Berkeley. 

Rebel’s expansion from North America to the UK took 
place in March this year. The first video featured Yaxley- 
Lennon attempting to disrupt the UN Anti-Racism Day 
demonstration in central London organised by Stand Up 
To Racism. The video is presented by Caolan Robertson 
and features the former EDL leader provoking marchers 
into shouting matches before being escorted away by 
police. Robertson seems to have joined Rebel after 
tweeting videos at them that he made for a right wing 
website called The New Briton (TNB), a site he ran with 
another young man, George Llewelyn-John, from a rented 
flat at 299 King’s Road, in Chelsea, west London. 


Robertson and Llewelyn-John both grew up in the wealthy 
Cheshire suburbs near Manchester. Robertson’s father is a 
senior IT professional who has worked for a string of blue 
chip firms such as Barclays and for the Irish government. 
While at Barclays, Robertson senior gave his son the 
opportunity to direct a promotional video for the firm. 
Both Robertson and Llewelyn-John attended the 
University of the Arts London where they refined the skills 
they have used in their far right publishing careers. After 
leaving university they launched TNB together. The site 
has now been taken offline but the dozen videos the pair 
made can still be found on YouTube. They were presented 
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by Robertson, and filmed and edited by Llewelyn-John. 

Guests in the videos include former BNP activist Jack 
Buckby and one of Yaxley-Lennon’s mates from his 
failed attempt to launch a UK wing of the German Pegida 
movement, the UKIP leadership hopeful Anne Marie 
Waters, as well as Yaxley-Lennon himself. 

The day Yaxley-Lennon and Buckby were shooting 
videos for TNB was the day Khalid Masood drove into 
pedestrians on Westminster Bridge before attempting to 
storm Parliament in March this year. Before any details 
were known about the attack, beyond the colour of 
Masood’s skin, the flat on King’s Road emptied into a taxi 
headed for the Victoria Embankment in Westminster. On 
arriving, Yaxley-Lennon and Robertson started to film a 
video in which the pair railed against Muslim immigration 
to Britain. The video went viral, with more than 1.5 million 
views on YouTube. This was the second time in his life that 
Robertson found fame online. Before starting university 
he was “Facebook famous”, having more than 30,000 
followers on the social media platform. 

In March 2013 Robertson was interviewed on Radio 4, 
having contacted the iPM show, saying, “My story is about 
Facebook fame. My friends and I have 100,000 followers 
on Facebook and host meetups in every city in the UK and 
thousands of people turn up.” In the interview, Robertson 
explained how, shortly after turning 18, a desire to be famous 
had led him to make his Facebook profile completely public. 


Champagne 


One video posted online shows Robertson and his friends 
arriving at a meetup in a limousine from a budget hotel 
room where they had been filming themselves drinking 
champagne. This was part of a mini-series, originally posted 
on YouTube, called “Leeds Life”, an attempt to produce 

a faux-reality show along the lines of Made in Chelsea or 
The Only Way Is Essex. Robertson appears to have turned 
his back on trying to be famous purely for his Facebook 
profile after appearing in a Channel 4 documentary called 
Shut Your Facebook. In the show, and in several articles 
reviewing it, Robertson was slammed for taking out £5,000 
worth of payday loans to fund the lavish lifestyle he had 
been presenting to his followers on social media. 


Caolan Robertson @ 
@CaolanRob 
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Britain First's 
leaders join 
Caolan Robertson 
and Stephen 
Yaxley-Lennon 
for a drink (left). 
Rebel Media’s UK 
crew on location 
(below) 


While Robertson and Llewelyn-John were at university 
they set up a cocktail bar in Chelsea. Robertson was the 
manager and Llewelyn-John helped market the venue. The 
pair copied a recipe for a pig’s blood cocktail from a US source 
that earned them column inches in the Evening Standard 
and the Daily Telegraph. There is no evidence this was 
a deliberate attempt to offend Muslims and Jews — but 
Robertson said it was a bid to generate controversy and be 
“slightly edgy”. 

Robertson’s transformation from a fame-hungry 
Facebook user to a far right YouTuber appears to have 
been aided by Llewelyn-John, whose online trail suggests 
he is the more racist of the pair. In October 2016 the owner 
of a gay lifestyle blog published an article revealing he’d 
been receiving homophobic and racist abuse from the 
pair. The post included screenshots of messages sent by 
Llewelyn-John that included a string of explicitly racist 
terms. Llewelyn-John’s biography on Twitter revealed he 
was styling himself as a producer for Rebel’s UK presence. 
He has accompanied Yaxley-Lennon and Robertson on 
numerous occasions as a camera operator and appears to 
be involved in editing the footage. 

By launching TNB and attempting to boost the voices 
of some of the most vile people on the British far right, 
Llewelyn-John and Robertson had been sucked into the 
world of far right street politics, even before they helped 
Yaxley-Lennon to launch his latest venture. 

Days before the EDL and Britain First held protests 
in central London in reaction to the Westminster terror 
attack, Robertson posted a tweet describing an upmarket 
King’s Road restaurant as their “secret fascism HQ” (see 
picture, below left). The restaurant, Bluebird, is almost 
directly opposite the King’s Road flat that Robertson 
and Llewelyn-John use as an office, which has effectively 
become Rebel’s UK operations base. The tweet includes 
a photograph of Yaxley-Lennon, Robertson and Britain 
First leaders Paul Golding and Jayda Fransen — three 
of Britain’s leading far right street activists from the 
Counterjihad movement enjoying drinks with Robertson, 
who had only appeared on the far right scene weeks before. 

A new addition to Rebel’s UK team is a young woman 
called Lucy Brown who claims to have been briefly 
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involved in Black Lives Matter and Sisters Uncut. Brown 
was interviewed by Robertson and was part of his circle for 
a couple of months before she started to produce videos for 
Rebel. Before joining Rebel, Brown shot a video of the anti- 
fascist protest against an alt-right art gallery in Dalston, 
east London, called LD50. An interview with Brown in 
which she defended the alt-right gallery and attacked the 
left drew her to Levant’s attention. 

Brown and Llewelyn-John were kicked out of a leftwing 
protest in June and then interviewed about it by prominent 
alt-right conspiracy theorist Paul Joseph Watson on 
InfoWars.com’s Alex Jones Show. Since the demise of Milo 
Yiannopoulos’ career Watson has become the most high 
profile British figure on the alt-right with over 630,000 
Twitter followers and nearly a million YouTube subscribers. 

In videos recorded in his flat in Battersea, south west 
London, Watson regularly attacks feminists and the 
left. Watson is close to Rebel’s UK team and has cited 
Robertson as a friend. Watson and Rebel are part of the 
“alt-light” wing of the alt-right, the part that does not 
explicitly identify as fascist or neo-Nazi and attempts to 
portray itself as anti-racist. The success of Yiannopoulos 
and then Watson seems to have inspired a wave of young 
British alt-right YouTubers keen to ape their success. 

Some of these YouTubers are part of a harder wing of the 
alt-right. This wing is explicitly racist and contains fascists 
and neo-Nazis. In the US, this is the alt-right of Richard 
Spencer and Arktos Media. In the UK this wing is grouped 
around the London Forum, which now describes itself as “the 
home of the British alt-right”. 

Colin Robertson, who produces YouTube videos for his 
29,000 subscribers under the pseudonym Millennial Woes, 
recently spoke at a London Forum meeting held at the 
Strand Palace Hotel in central London. Robertson addressed 
an infamous rally in Washington organised by Spencer 
shortly after Trump’s election as US president. It was at 
this rally that attendees were filmed making Nazi salutes. 
Another British fascist to address the rally was former BNP 
activist Matthew Tait, who is part of Northampton-based 
fascist Larry Nunn’s Western Spring project. 


Caolan Robertson 
has transformed 
himself from a 
fame-hungry 
Facebook user 

to a far right 
YouTuber 
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Tait attempted to cash in on the sudden growth of the 
alt-right by organising a series of drinks under the banner 
“Alt-Right London”. These were very poorly attended and 
Tait’s attempt to use the alt-right to suck people towards 
his neo-Nazi politics has failed for the time being. Through 
Western Spring Tait is one of the organisers of the Legion 
training camps, where neo-Nazis learn how to fight as 
individuals and in groups. At some of these camps, expert 
mixed martial arts instructor Jimmy Hey has led training 
sessions. Hey runs an MMA gym in Great Harwood, East 
Lancashire, and was once the trainer of Ian Entwistle, a 
top fighter in the Ultimate Fighting Championship mixed 
martial arts competition. 

Hey spoke at a conference of the banned neo-Nazi terror 
group National Action and appeared in promotional videos 
for Misanthropic Division, the international neo-Nazi 
network set up to recruit foreign volunteers for the Azov 
Battalion, a neo-Nazi paramilitary force involved in the 
conflict in the Donbass region of Ukraine. Tait’s inspiration 
for the Legion was a series of camps held in the Brecon 
Beacons with Denis Nikitin, from Russian nationalist 
martial arts company White Rex. Nikitin is an extreme 
right hooligan who also addressed a London Forum 
meeting while he was in the UK. 

Links between the London Forum and the intellectual 
part of the US alt-right are strong and go back years. 
Arktos Media’s Jason Reza Jorjani, who shares a flat 
with Spencer, spoke at a forum meeting in Kensington in 
February 2017. Greg Johnson of the US alt-right website 
Counter Currents spoke at a forum meeting in London 
in September 2014. Johnson is one of the figures behind 
attempts to establish meetings organised along similar 
lines to the London Forum in New York. 

Ruining 

Johnson is currently embroiled in a row with Arktos, 

who accuses him of leading a smear campaign against the 
publisher. Johnson has accused Arktos founder Daniel 
Friberg of “ruining people financially”. In a post on the 
forum of alt-right podcast network The Right Stuff (TRS), 
Johnson accused Friberg of collaborating with Swedish 
anti-fascists. The TRS network is one of the largest US alt- 
right media projects and produces a number of podcasts, 
some of which had tens of thousands of listeners before 
they were pulled from audio sharing service Soundcloud. 

All these alt-right projects, be they Yaxley-Lennon’s 
new anti-Muslim protest group or Tait’s alt-right drinking 
sessions, have benefited from social media services 
allowing them a platform. Google’s YouTube service hosts _ 
thousands of far right videos, which have had hundreds 
of millions of views. Far right figures like Yaxley-Lennon 
have built up huge audiences on Twitter to which they 
preach hate. Facebook continues to allow fascists to use the 
platform to organise and contact each other. 

The “alt-light” wing of the alt-right is using social media 
platforms to stir up race hate and organise protests that 
could soon eclipse those organised by the EDL. The harder 
wing of the alt-right in Britain is using the same platforms 
to introduce a new generation to fascism and to make 
fascist ideas more mainstream. Google, Twitter, Facebook 
and Soundcloud have the power — and a responsibility — to 
pull the plug on the alt-right. & 
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New faces an. 


Veteran fascist activists from the past half-century found 
themselves huddled up alongside the alt-right social media 
‘stars’ of today at a meeting of the far right London Forum in 


May. Maria Gonzalez reports 


he London Forum held another gathering 

of veteran Nazis and hardcore antisemites 
on 27 May this year, in the Exeter suite of 
the Strand Palace Hotel near Charing Cross, 
central London. The original redirection 
point set by organiser Jeremy “Jez” Bedford-Turner 

and his righthand man Paul “Stead” Steadman was at 
Embankment Tube station, but this was disrupted by 
anti-fascists — the latest in a string of security setbacks for 
London’s far right. 

Whether because of this or due to the rival attractions 
of the FA Cup final, attendance seemed slightly down on 
other forum meetings over the past year or so, eventually 
falling below 50 by the end of the meeting. 

This could also have been because of the tedium induced by 
the opening speaker, alt-right video blogger Colin Robertson, 
alias Millennial Woes. Robertson got to the age of 34 without 
leaving his parents’ house to make a single public appearance, 
but since his outing with Richard Spencer's National Policy 
Institute — the provisional wing of the Donald Trump 
movement — there’s been no stopping him. 

Unfortunately Robertson did go on a bit — and on and 
on and on. Robertson’s theme was the supposed relevance 


Colin Robertson, the 


tedious alt-right video 
blogger better known 
as Millennial Woes 
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of the 1987 film Withnail & I to the 21st century far right, 
but what might have made 10 minutes on YouTube was 
stretched out to a rambling 90-minute lecture, leaving the 
assembled fascists desperate for a trip to the bar. 

Next up was Greg Johnson, who took us from the 
fantasies of a keyboard warrior to the intellectual core of 
postmodern national-socialism. Yes, it was time to talk 
about every Nazi’s favourite philosopher, Martin Heidegger. 
Johnson is an important link between old-school Hitler- 
worshippers, the Putin-funded European New Right and 
their increasingly fractious transatlantic allies. 


Hatred 


If anyone was in any doubt that the London Forum represents 
Jew-hating true believers, they only had to listen to the next 
speaker, Tomislav Sunic, a former Croatian diplomat and 
cheerleader for Ustashi war criminal Ante Pavelic. 

Due to Robertson’s woeful verbal diarrhoea, Sunic had to 
curtail his speech — but it was long enough to demonstrate 
that he rejects the easy populism of Islamophobia. Sunic 
peddles an older and more traditional hatred. Which is 
why it was odd that the final speaker was George Whale, 
sidekick of Liberty GB’s Paul Weston, a particularly 
gruesome Islamophobe. Whale gave an illustrated lecture 
on internet memes — in other words, the popularisation 
of hatred through social media. We wish his gloating 
presentation had been watched by the Home Office and the 
various social media companies that have made billions 
while evading their responsibilities. 

Blinkered reactionaries in the conservative media and 
even on the outer fringes of tiny sections of the Jewish 
community who have seen fit to tolerate the former English 
Defence League leader “Tommy Robinson”, aka Stephen 
Yaxley-Lennon, and his Liberty GB allies should take a long 
hard look at Whale and the London Forum. By the time he 
came to speak, Whale could have been in no doubt that this 
was a Nazi gathering: were these birds of a feather? 

His audience consisted of the usual far right veterans from 
the past half century, including the BNP’s former organiser 
Richard Edmonds and one-time councillor Derek Beackon, 
conspiracy theorist James Thring and unsavoury singer 
Alison Chabloz, as well as younger elements ranging from 
National Action footsoldiers to the well heeled habitués of 
Stockholm Forums. Despite its almost total absence from the 
general election, Britain’s far right underground continues to 
peddle its hatred at upmarket venues. e 
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Freedom Party’s spokesperson on 
foreign affairs. 

But the French connection 
is nothing new. The TBG has a 
longstanding relationship with the 
FN, which can be traced back to the 
British group’s roots in the Western 
Goals Institute, founded in 1985 and 
re-formed in 1989. 

Openly anti-communist and 
vehemently opposed to any form of 
non-white immigration into Europe 
and Britain, Western Goals initially 
attracted the support of several 
Tory politicians who later distanced 
themselves from the organisation as 
its relationship with Jean-Marie Le 
Pen’s FN and the Conservative Party 
of South Africa strengthened in the 
late 1980s and early 1990s. 


Demonstration 


In October 1989, Western Goals 
hosted a controversial fringe meeting 
at the Conservative Party Conference 
in Blackpool, to which FN MEP Pierre 
Ceyrac was invited as guest speaker. 
This was followed in December 1991 
by a dinner hosted for Jean-Marie 
Le Pen at the Charing Cross Hotel, 
in London. Le Pen’s appearance 
—______ attracted a large demonstration 
Bruno Gollnisch against him outside the hotel. 
LISTE SOUTENUE PAR LE looks out from an The relationship between Western 
FN FRO NT N ATI O N AL old Front National Goals and Le Pen continued 
election poster throughout the 1990s, culminating in 


March 1997 when Gregory Lauder- 


 ) Frost — at that time its vice president 
— sent a letter of “fraternal greeting” 
on behalf of the institute to the FN’s 
annual congress. 
With the death of its patron, 


General Sir Walter Walker, the 
Western Goals Institute was wound 
up, and Lauder-Frost went on to 


= 
found the TBG in 2001 to continue 
’ much of Western Goals’ work. It 
should be noted in this context that 


Lauder-Frost was a former member 
of the Conservative Monday Club 
What links a veteran of the Front National in France with the and that the initial membership of 
au Pa F ; F ‘ the TBG originated from both the 
Traditional Britain Group? Quite a lot, explains Angela Jenkins — Westem $i 2 EP Tie a 


Monday Club. 

runo Gollnisch MEP party the Front National spoke at the Iain Duncan Smith officially 

has turned up as the far Lansdowne Club in central London on — suspended Tory links with the 

right Traditional Britain 27 June this year. Monday Club in 2001 after criticism 

Group twirls its carousel The Gollnisch event followed hot of the group’s racist views, an event 

of visiting speakers from on the heels of the group’s annual that coincided with the formation 
the European far right. Gollnisch, dinner in May at the Royal Overseas of the TBG in the same year. One 
one of the longest-standing and most League Club, which was addressed might question the sincerity of 
senior members of French fascist by Johannes Hiibner, the Austrian Duncan Smith’s motives as only six 
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years previously, in 1995, he was 

one of a select group of Tory MPs 
who met with senior FN figures in 
Westminster. Following that meeting, 
Bruno Gollnisch, Jean-Marie Le Pen’s 
deputy at the time, stated, “I came to 
meet members of the Conservative 
Party sympathetic to our views... I 
met Duncan Smith and others in their 
offices and later we got together for 
less formal talks in a bar somewhere 
in the Parliament building.” 

Since 2001 the FN’s input into the 
TBG’s organised events, primarily 
annual dinners and conferences, has 
been somewhat muted, and requests 


this belief, interpreted with varying 
degrees of emphasis, that aligns its 
politics with those of the FN, so it 
comes as no great surprise that Bruno 
Gollnisch was invited to address the 
group in June this year. 

Despite attempts by Lauder-Frost 
and others within the group to distance 
themselves from the expression of 
antisemitic views and the support 
of Holocaust denial — for example, 
Lauder-Frost’s attempt to silence such 
views being expressed by Arthur Kemp 
at a recent conference — individuals 
occupying that particular corner have 
been in attendance at recent TBG 


‘Imet Duncan Smith and others in their offices 
and later we got together for less formal talks ina 
bar somewhere in the Parliament building’ 


for leading FN members to address 
these have been either declined or 
ignored. 

Mention must be made, however, of 
an address entitled “The Irresistible 
and Happy Political and Cultural 
Rise of the Front National in 
France”, presented to the group by 
Sam Swerling at its 2014 annual 
conference. Swerling was the first 
speaker to address the conference 
and he provided a detailed and 
well researched history of the FN, 
attempting to provide some context 
for the controversial statements that 
Le Pen had made about the Holocaust. 

Swerling claimed Le Pen’s 
comments had been taken out of 
context by the press. Singing Le Pen’s 
praises, especially in relation to his 
military career, Swerling also publicly 
stated that he had been an English 
member of the FN for many years. 

In January 2015, following the 
murders at the offices of the Charlie 
Hebdo magazine in Paris, the TBG 
carried a video of Marine Le Pen, 
by then the FN’s leader, speaking 
about the terror attack, together with 
an English translation by solicitor 
Adrian Davies. Further statements 
made by Marine Le Pen in response 
to subsequent attacks in France by 
Islamic State have also appeared in 
translation on the TBG website. 

Underpinning the TBG’s philosophy 
is a strong belief in identity politics 
and the primacy of nationhood. It is 
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events. These include Paul Steadman 
of the London Forum, Michéle Renouf 
and Matt Tait. 

It should also be noted that at past 
conferences, invited speakers have 
included some holding distinctly 
antisemitic views, including for 
example, Tom Sunic, who prior to his 
appearance at the 2014 conference 
wrote in The Occidental Observer: 
“While it is a commonplace for White 
Europeans and Americans to critically 
talk in private about Arabs, Mexicans, 
Africans or, for that matter, deride 
their fellow White citizens, a critical 
comment about the influence of 
Jews, even if founded on empirical 
facts, is viewed as an insult to Jews. 
If a serious European and American 
scholar or a politician ventures 
into this minefield, his gesture is 
interpreted as a sign of somebody who 
writes his obituary.” 


Invitation 


The TBG’s June invitation to 
Gollnisch seems to be a continuation 
of a relatively recent strategy to 
rebrand the far right as occupying 
the hallowed confines of academia, 
as opposed to the stereotype of 
skinheads in paramilitary attire 
involved in provocative street actions 
and demonstrations. 

Not only is Gollnisch a senior FN 
figure, he also holds the position 
of professor of Japanese language 
and civilisation at the University of 


lain Duncan 


Conservative 


met Gollnisch 


Smith, the former 


Party leader, has 


Lyon, a position that he has exploited 
to promote his views supportive of 
Holocaust deniers such as Vincent 
Reynouard. 

As is the case with a number of 
British universities whose staff 
promote new right ideology, and 
with which the TBG has indirect 
links, the humanities division of the 
University of Lyon has a profusion of 
FN supporters and Holocaust deniers 
among its faculty, including most 
notably Robert Faurisson. 

Gollnisch had in 2004 clearly 
expressed his support and defence of 
historical revisionists on the premise 
that on the subject of the Holocaust, 
historians should be permitted 
to express themselves freely. “I 
do not question the existence of 
concentration camps but historians 
could discuss the number of deaths,” 
he said. “As to the existence of gas 
chambers, it is up to historians to 
speak their minds.” 

This statement resulted in Gollnisch 
being charged in 2007 under the 1990 
Gayssot Act for “an offence of verbal 
contestation of the existence of crimes 
against humanity”. Gollnisch received 
a three-month prison sentence and an 
additional €50,000 (£45,600) fine. 

But he was not in court for the 
verdict as he was attending a session 


Summer 2017 


of the European Parliament, where 
he had recently become the leader of 
a new far right political group called 
Identity, Tradition and Sovereignty. 
The fine was imposed to cover 
damages to the plaintiffs, which 
included the French anti-racist 
campaign group SOS Racisme, and 
also to pay for the publication of the 
judgment in those newspapers that 
originally printed his remarks. 


in the world in the area of freedom of 
expression.” 

It was also in 2007 that Gollnisch 
was interviewed online by David 
Duke, former head of the Ku Klux 
Klan, with messages of support for 
Gollnisch posted on Duke’s website. 
Gollnisch’s comments about the 
Holocaust triggered criticism from 
both Jewish and anti-racism groups, 
while the European Parliament 


Bruno Gollnisch 


at the European 
Parliament 


Gollnisch went into exponential overdrive in his 
support for historical revisionists and for alliances 
with extremist groups elsewhere in Europe 


Gollnisch remained defiant, and 
following the judgment commented, 
“Nothing is more unbearable than the 
injustice of the justice. I will naturally 
appeal this ruling. This scandal goes 
beyond my personal case in a country 
that is otherwise the most advanced 
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removed his legislative immunity 

from prosecution. The case was taken 

to appeal and in June 2009 Gollnisch 

was eventually found not guilty. 
Following what many saw as a 

questionable decision on the part 

of the court, Gollnisch went into 


exponential overdrive in his verbal 
expression of support for historical 
revisionists and for forming alliances 
with extremist groups elsewhere in 
Europe. 

The most significant development 
at this time was the formation in 
2010 of the Alliance of European 
National Movements, whose founding 
members included the Hungarian 
Jobbik party, the FN, the Tricolour 
Flame of Italy and the National 
Democrats in Sweden. 

Even more significant were those 
individuals assuming leadership roles 
within this alliance: Bruno Gollnisch 
(FN, president), Nick Griffin (British 
National Party, vice president), Béla 
Kovacs (Jobbik, treasurer), and 
Valerio Cignetti (Tricolour Flame, 
secretary general). 

Later additions to the alliance 
included Bulgaria’s National 
Democratic Party, Spain’s Republican 
Social Movement, Portugal’s National 
Renovator Party and the Blue 
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and White Front of Finland. The 
underpinning ideology unifying all 
these political groups was open racism 
and a strong antisemitic stance — 

and, in some cases, links to far right 
paramilitary organisations. 

When she took over the party 
leadership in 2011 Marine Le Pen 
started to take active measures to 
cleanse the party of all associations with 
groups that had neo-fascist connections 
in an attempt to “de-demonise” the 
EN. She asked both Gollnisch and her 


website voicing his support for Robert 
Faurisson, Alain Sorel and Vincent 
Reynouard make it quite clear that old 
habits die hard for Gollnisch. 


Quenelle 


Gollnisch is also someone who has 
performed the “quenelle” gesture 
in public — at a plenary session of 
the regional assembly of Rhone- 
Alpes, where he was a councillor, in 
December 2013. 

The quenelle is a hand gesture 


Despite the party formally breaking links with 
neo-fascist groups, Gollnisch and others inside the 
Front National continued this relationship 


father, Jean-Marie Le Pen, to sever all 
connections with political groupings 
forming the Alliance of European 
National Movements including 
Jobbik, Golden Dawn and the BNP. 

The result was the creation of the 
European Alliance for Freedom. This 
new makeover saw alliances with 
individuals from a cross-section of 
far right political groupings from 
across Europe. These have included 
members of Vlaams Belang (Belgium), 
the Austrian Freedom Party, the 
Sweden Democrats, UKIP, the 
Northern League (Italy), Order and 
Justice (Lithuania) and Geert Wilders’ 
Freedom Party (Netherlands). 

High-profile names have occupied 
significant positions within the power 
structure of the organisation including 
Godfrey Bloom (UKIP), Franz 
Obermayr (Austrian Freedom Party), 
Philip Claeys (Vlaams Belang) and Le 
Pen herself. 

It is perhaps worthwhile noting 
here that members of parties 
associated with the European Alliance 
have addressed meetings of the TBG 
in recent years, including Philip 
Claeys, Godfrey Bloom and Johannes 
Hubner. 

Despite the FN formally breaking 
links with neo-fascist groups, 
Gollnisch and others inside the party 
continued this relationship. For 
example, Gollnisch visited Hungary 
in October 2012 to deliver a speech in 
honour of the hardcore fascist Jobbik 
party. 

And the videos posted on his 
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created by the controversial French 
comedian Dieudonné, which involves 
touching the shoulder with one 

hand while holding the palm of the 
other hand outstretched towards 

the ground. Dieudonné has said it 

is an anti-establishment symbol — 
but it is commonly seen as being an 
antisemitic gesture similar to the Nazi 
salute. It is easy to find images online 
of individuals making the sign at 
Holocaust sites such as Auschwitz. 

In light of his previous support 
for Holocaust deniers and his own 
prosecution in 2007, Gollnisch’s 
enigmatic defence for making the 
gesture alongside Jean-Marie Le Pen 
remains somewhat unconvincing. 

“T don’t really know if I would do it 
again. Anyway, even when I state the 
obvious, saying that it is day time at 
noon and night at midnight, there will 
always be someone to look in ‘Mein 
Kampf to find out if such a trivial 
sentence is used in it.” 

Since the presidential election in 
June this year, Marine Le Pen has 
spoken of the need for a “profound 
transformation” of the FN. Florian 
Philippot, one of the party’s five vice 
presidents and one of Le Pen’s key 
advisors, stated that the party “would 
transform itself into a new political 
force which, by definition, will no 
longer have the same name”. 

Gollnisch has expressed his 
resistance to such change publicly, 
stating, “I’m not in favour of it... I 
believe that we must conserve the 
bedrock of our convictions and defend 


our traditional values.” One must 
question what these “traditional 
values” might be and what common 
ground is shared with those in the 
TBG, whose invitation to Gollnisch to 
address the June meeting in London 
suggests a great deal in common. 

In the past, Lauder-Frost has 
responded in no uncertain terms to 
accusations of antisemitism within 
the TBG, saying, “Please let me 
state categorically to you that the 
Traditional Britain Group does not 
have any antisemitic connections or 
links to anyone or to any group.” 

But the invitation to Gollnisch and 
the record of evidence against him 
— along with the other speakers with 
a track record of antisemitism who 
have addressed the group in recent 
years — makes this seem a somewhat 
questionable statement. 

Lauder-Frost’s attempts to dispel 
accusations of antisemitism have 
been further reflected in a slightly 
self-conscious censoring of audience 
members when antisemitic references 
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have been made during question and 
answer sessions at conference events. 

At the 2016 conference, the 
antagonistic questioning of Richard 
Duchesne by Arthur Kemp stemmed 
from a very strong antisemitic 
position on Kemp’s part. Kemp was a 
member of the South African police 
during the apartheid era and a BNP 
member and is the author of March 
of the Titans: A History of the White 
Race. 

Kemp’s onslaught resulted in one 
member of the audience criticising 
him for “antisemitic vitriol”, forcing 
Lauder-Frost to publicly dissociate 
the group from antisemitic attitudes. 
But Kemp appears to have a close 
friendship with Lauder-Frost and was 
recently invited to the group’s 2017 
annual dinner. 

This brings us to Gollnisch’s own 
address to the TBG in June. A sizeable 
audience of 60 was in attendance to 
listen at the Lansdowne Club. 

The usual suspects from the old 
guard of the UK far right were there, 
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Jean-Marie 

Le Pen, the former 
FN leader and 

a close ally of 
Gollnisch 


including individuals variously 
associated with the National Front, 
the BNP and the London Forum, 
balanced against a significant number 
of younger identitarians alongside 
more traditional Tories — as Lauder- 
Frost might describe them. Significant 
by their absence were some key 
players within the TBG including 
Louis Welcomme, John Kersey and 
Lord Sudeley. 

Gollnisch’s address itself was 


placed on an equal level alongside 
other “political” revolutions of the 
past century and not questioned 
from any critical moral position. The 
implied “failure” of this revolution 
was obviously the Holocaust but 

this was significantly omitted in 
Gollnisch’s presentation. 

His most passionate rhetoric was 
reserved for a veiled homophobic 
critique of the LGBT community. 
This is very much aligned with the 
“traditionalist” position of Lauder- 
Frost’s group on this issue, which has 
been reflected in recent posts on the 
group’s Facebook page. 


Rebranding 


In keeping with recent TBG meetings, 
the antisemitic views shared by many 
of those present were very much 
understated in Gollnisch’s words and 
the only direct comment relating to 
the Jewish community was a neutral 
reference to the criticism of certain 
sections of French society for their 
treatment of Jewish people in the 
Second World War. 

Once again, Gollnisch distinctly 
avoided adopting any critical moral 
position — but that is not unexpected 
given his past form. 

The FN is not the only organisation 
looking to improve its image. 
Lauder-Frost appears to be meeting 
with some degree of success in his 
rebranding of far right ideology in 
Britain under the guise of what could 
be described as “extreme traditional 
conservatism”. 

This is reflected in the TBG’s 
Facebook page, which attracts 
500,000 hits each month, where 
postings are carefully selected and 
worded in order to avoid any breach 
of Facebook community standards. 
Similarly, the choice of venues for 


Gollnisch’s enigmatic defence for making the 
gesture alongside Jean-Marie Le Pen remains 
somewhat unconvincing 


relatively uncontroversial, although 
at certain points his true political 
leanings and questionable ideological 
views did come to the fore, for 
example in his reference to the 
German failure of the “national 
socialist revolution” of the 1930s, 


the group’s meetings centres on 
prestigious locations associated with 
the establishment. 

Perhaps it is time for venues such 
as the Lansdowne Club and the Royal 
Overseas League Club to be alerted to 
the “extremists within”. * 
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A new book offers a comprehensive examination of 
the complex relationship between Vladimir Putin’s 
Russia and the international far right 


Moscow's mates 


Russia and the Western Far 
Right: Tango Noir 


Anton Shekhovtsov (Routledge, 201 7) 


o what extent do western far right parties 

and activists benefit from the support of 

the Russian state? Do they play a role in 

legitimising Putin’s democratic autocracy? Is 

this relationship one to be worried about? For 
anyone who has asked such questions in the past few years, 
Anton Shekhovtsov’s new book offers a comprehensive 
account of the origins, recent history and current dynamics 
of the “tango noir” between Moscow and western far right 
parties. 

Drawing on new archival material, and demonstrating 
a clear and authoritative grasp of the dynamics of Putin’s 
regime in particular, this book should be seen as a major 
contribution to the study of the transnational far right. 

Shekhovtsov starts his account in the interwar years, 
with the rise of the Soviet Union. He shows how the 
dynamics between the new Communist state and western 
extreme right groups were sometimes more complex than 
might at first be imagined. The curious groups that saw 
in the USSR an ally of sorts included Germany’s National 
Bolshevists, driven by a vision of creating a new modernity, 
according to Shekhovtsov. Nationalist figures such as 
Ernst Jiinger offered praise for the “total mobilisation” 
achieved by the new Soviet state, reminiscent of total war 
conditions. Strasserite Nazis also saw the Soviet Union in 
more ambiguous terms than Hitler. 

After the Second World War, the legacy of the National 
Bolshevists, along with left-leaning Strasserite Nazis and 
elements of the Conservative Revolution movement, led 
some far right figures to view the USSR as a potential 
bulwark against US global domination. Ideologues 
including Francis Parker Yockey and Jean Thiriart were 
central to these arguments, as far right ideologies were 
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recalibrated to new Cold War contexts. However, while the 
USSR found some common ground with these positions, 
such as opposing West Germany joining NATO, it was 

not really until the period of Perestroika in the 1980s that 
ties between western far right parties and Soviet Russia 
became more significant. 

Shekhovtsov explores in detail how, as the Soviet Union 
collapsed, opinion shapers such as Alexandr Dugin developed 
ties with the European New Right movement, led by Alain 
de Benoist. Shekhovtsov highlights Vladimir Zhirinovsky 
as another who was crucial to forging ties between the new 
Russian state of the 1990s and the wider far right milieu in 
Europe. Zhirinovsky was supportive of the Italian Northern 
League’s attempt to declare independence for Padania 
(northern Italy) in 1997, among other developments, and 
also supported Holocaust deniers such as Ernst Ziindel. 
Jean-Marie Le Pen, then the leader of the Front National in 


Shekhovtsov explores in detail how 
opinion shapers such as Alexandr Dugin 
developed ties with the European New 
Right movement, led by Alain de Benoist 


France, was also part of this context, taking a positive view 
of developments in Yeltsin’s Russia in the 1990s. Again, he 
identified an anti-American quality to the new Russian state 
that could be beneficial for his own perspectives. 

While around a third of the book deals with the longer 
historical context, Shekhovtsov’s main focus is on how 
Putin’s Russia has used and manipulated far right parties 
and figureheads in a variety of ways from 2000 onwards. 
He presents Putin’s regime as a new type of authoritarian 
state that uses elements of democratic practice to 
legitimise its endeavours and rightly resists the polemical 
trend to characterise Russia as a fascist state. 

While Yeltsin’s Russia was dominated by oligarchs, 
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Shekhovtsov shows that Putin’s Russia curtailed their 
influence while creating this new regime, authoritarian but 
not intent on pursuing a totalitarian revolutionary vision 
reminiscent of the Nazis. 

For Europe’s far right, Russia’s increased hostility to 
organisations such as the EU has helped foster common 
ground. Shekhovtsov contends that European far right 
activists, especially in the past few years, have been keen 
to idealise an increasingly anti-Western Russia as a beacon 
of hope. To explore how these interactions have become 
closer as Russia has become more overtly anti-Western, 
Shekhovtsov devotes a chapter of the book to the issue of 
the Russian state giving far right figures specific roles as 
election observers. This has often been mutually beneficial, 
helping shore up Russia’s own pseudo-democratic 
practices while also allowing a greater international role 
for far right politicians. For British readers, it is interesting 
to see the then British National Party leader Nick Griffin’s 
activities in 2011 and 2012 analysed in this context. 

Revealingly, Shekhovtsov stresses that such extremists 
are presented as unremarkable, ideologically neutral 
figures in the Russian national media. In some cases, far 
right figures have also become more significant players 
within Russian media, becoming opinion formers. New 
forms of mass media in Russia have been crucial to this 
development. Putin’s state has sought to develop its 
television news channel, Russia Today — founded in 2005 
and abbreviated simply to RT in 2009 — as a form of 
power both nationally and internationally. Shekhovtsov 


RUSSIA.AND THE 
WESTERN FAR:RIGHT 
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discusses some eyebrow-raising RT commentators with 
an international profile, such as Richard Spencer of the 
white supremacist National Policy Institute and FN leader 
Marine Le Pen. The latter, Shekhovtsov argues, was 
particularly forceful in supporting Russia’s antagonistic 
stance towards Ukraine from 2013. Such commentators, 
now “play an allotted role of white European ‘experts’ on 
the alleged normalcy of the Kremlin’s policies at home and 
in international relations”, Shekhovtsov concludes. 

There is also a chapter devoted to how Moscow uses 
far right organisations in Europe to develop front groups 
for its own aims and goals. Pro-Russian narratives are 
regularly promoted by far right groups, Shekhovtsov 


He presents Putin’s regime as a new type 
of authoritarian state that uses elements 
of democratic practice to legitimise 
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its endeavours 


argues, focusing in particular on developments in Austria, 
Italy and France. Such promotion can include statements 
endorsing homophobic attitudes in Russia, criticising 
western sanctions against Russia, or legitimising Russia’s 
annexation of Crimea. 

A final chapter develops similar themes of far right 
actors promoting Russian perspectives through the 
institutions of the EU. This has not always gone Moscow’s 
way though. MEPs from parties including the Freedom 
Party of Austria, Hungary’s Jobbik, Vlaams Belang in 
Belgium and Geert Wilders’ Party for Freedom in the 
Netherlands have been supportive of Russian interests. 
But Shekhovtsov highlights others, such as the Sweden 
Democrats and the Danish People’s Party that have not. 

The book’s conclusions draw out further interesting 
nuances. For example, Shekhovtsov explores how Russia’s 
support for Marine Le Pen was scaled back during the recent 
French elections, as Moscow began trying to cultivate the 
centre right Francois Fillon from the end of 2016. When 
his campaign failed, Moscow’s support for Le Pen retuned. 
The book’s conclusions also rightly highlight the need for 
more academic research into the dynamics of wider Russian 
influence on different forms of western far right activity, 
spanning Russian neo-Nazis helping to run training camps 
in rural Wales to the nebulous alt-right scene in the US. 

But while it presents this analysis on a large canvas, 
for readers interested in British-Russian dynamics the 
book sometimes feels limited. Nigel Farage gets only one 
mention, for example. What has been UKIP’s relationship 
with Putin’s Russia? Donald Trump is also only briefly 
mentioned. However, such gaps really point to the need for 
greater scrutiny of the networks of influence that Putin’s 
regime is cultivating and how impactful they really are. 
For those who want to know more about these webs of 
influence, Russia and the Western Far Right is essential 
reading. It is an important addition to the scholarship on 
the subject and highly relevant for anyone interested in 
the transnational nature of extreme right politics. It raises 
many questions for the coming years. e 
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Swerling 
torrents 


Gerry Gable picks through the memoirs of the Monday 
Club man who got into bed with the British National Party 


Nation, Tradition & 
Liberty: A Political 
Memoir 


Sam Swerling 


(Self-published, 2017) 


have waited for many years for 
Sam Swerling, one of Britain’s 
leading far right extremists, to 
write his memoirs and finally 
the day arrived — albeit via self- 
publishing. I am not sure if this was a 
sound investment on Swerling’s part 
as, even selling copies at £20 a go, it 
may take him some years to recover 
what it cost him to get it printed. 

I had not got beyond the first half 
dozen pages before finding Swerling’s 
first serious error. He describes a very 
violent ejection from a far right Tory 


Nation, Tradition & Liberty 
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rally he attended at the Royal Albert 
Hall, naming the wrong person who 
was roughed up by a rightwing mob. 
But he gives an excellent clue to who 
his friends were when he describes 
the person being knocked out by a 
well known character on the far right, 
Barrington Saunders. 

Swerling was a leading light in the 
far right Conservative Monday Club 
and frequented over many years a 
world of politics where the far right of 
the Tory party met with groups such 
as the Anglo-Rhodesia Society that 
supported the illegal racist regime of 
Ian Smith, along with the True Tories, 
a number of anti-immigration groups 
and the Powellite Association. 

Other associates included 
the Monday Club branches that 
were eventually closed down by 
Conservative Central Office, leading to 
the formation of the Traditional Britain 
Group. Swerling also goes to great 
lengths to boast of his membership of 
the UK branch of French fascist party 
the Front National. 

But he omits from his book a 
number of facts that also reveal him to 
be a fascist, carrying the burden of his 
own attraction to lies and extremism. 

Many years ago, I received a 
message from Swerling, who was then 
a law lecturer at City University and 
had been a Westminster councillor. 
He asked if I would meet him for 
coffee at the Great Eastern Hotel 
at Liverpool Street Station. It was a 
very cold day and it appeared he had 
brought along a minder who spent 
three or four hours walking up and 
down outside, shivering in the cold 
while his boss sat indoors. 

He came right to the point about 
why he had sought the meeting. City 


University had a very strong branch of 
the Socialist Workers Party’s student 
group and its activists were bringing 
his lectures to a halt on a regular 
basis, protesting against his racism 
and love of apartheid South Africa. 

Swerling mistakenly thought that I 
had some influence with the SWP or 
its student groups. Even if I had, why 
would he think I would step in to get 
them off his back? He clearly had no 
understanding at all of anti-fascist 
solidarity. 

But he then volunteered the story 
of his life, starting with his longtime 
friendship with Timothy Tindal 
Robertson, the adopted son of Joyce 
and Anthony Gittens, who ran Britons 
Publishing — a violently anti-Jewish 
publishing house that had existed 
in the UK since just after the 1917 
Russian Revolution. 


Infiltrator 


What Swerling did not mention — 
and I did not raise — was his lifelong 
friendship with John Gaster, an ultra- 
Catholic and hardline Nazi who at the 
very end of the Second World War 
had been convicted for his role with 
the North West Task Force, which 
had carried out an arson attack on a 
synagogue in north west London. 

Swerling later got into political bed 
with the British National Party and 
was exposed as a result of the work 
of Searchlight’s infiltrator Duncan 
Robertson, who reported on a man 
addressing closed meetings of the 
BNP and indicating that he might be 
a law lecturer — a man calling himself 
Peter Strudwick. 

Searchlight set up an attempt to 
find out where this man was working. 
We searched high and low but found 
no trace of him in academia. Time 
passed and while reviewing photos 
of a session held by the leadership of 
the BNP at their annual Red, White 
and Blue festival, Duncan looked at 
the panel of top BNP speakers and 
there was Sam Swerling, announced 
as Peter Strudwick. We published the 
story and got a series of calls from 
Conservative Party officers as a result. 

In more recent times, following the 
collapse of the BNP, Swerling linked 
up with the British Democratic Party, 
led by Andrew Brons, the former BNP 
MEP. « 
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Oh dear... 


Mark Collett’s effort wins the Worst Ever Fascist Book award 


The Fall of Western Man 
Mark Collett 


(Self-published, 2017) 


big downside to the 

recent advances in 

digital technology 

is that the barriers 

to being published 
are now nonexistent. Anyone with 
a bit of money or basic publishing 
software can now be an author and 
self-publish. Whereas years ago you 
generally had to convince an editor 
at a publishing house to read your 
book proposal, which provided some 
quality control, nowadays it’s a free 
for all — and suddenly everyone’s a 
writer. Or not. If somebody publishes 
a book, it may make them an author 
but it no longer automatically makes 
them a writer. 

Mark Collett is a former British 
National Party publicity director, best 
known for making an idiot of himself 
in a TV documentary. He now seems 
determined to make an idiot of himself 
in book form. You have to credit the 
poor Nazi with the effort he’s putting in 
to prove he can be an idiot in as many 
different media as possible. 

He may go viral — with all its 
mindless ranting and raving at the 
mysterious “enemies of Western man”, 
you could pick out a paragraph at 
random from this book and use it as 
a perfect caption for the scene where 
Hitler screams at his underlings in one 
of those internet parodies of the film 
Downfall. The references to popular 
culture to back up Collett’s argument 
have all the generational accuracy and 
persuasive force of the drunken uncle 
at a Christmas dinner declaring, “This 
isn’t real music.” 

Once upon a time the far right had 
some genuine thinkers and intellectuals. 
Much as I disagree with Oswald Mosley 
or Francis Parker Yockey, there’s clear 
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evidence of a sharp mind at work if 
you read The Alternative or Imperium. 
There’s even some engagement 

with other thinkers and writers and 
arguments presentéd with a semblance 
of evidence, theoretical sophistication 
and intellectual challenge. The same 

is true of the late Jonathan Bowden 

or of Troy Southgate — neither lacks 
much in the way of arrogance or 
deeply objectionable views, but at least 
they have read widely, engaged with 

a range of thinkers, posed questions 
and challenged the assumptions of the 
liberal or far left. 

If Collett is the best the UK far right 
has to offer as an intellectual, I don’t 
think we need worry that they are about 
to win the Gramscian “war of position” 
any time soon — despite what former Ku 
Klux Klan boss David Duke thinks (he 
praises the book on Collett’s website). 

What we get instead, in this book, 
is assertion after assertion backed up 
by no evidence whatsoever. Those 
assertions are obviously racist, sexist 
and nationalistic and the reader is 
asked to take these on board without 
any empirical basis for Collett’s 
claims. He likes white nationalism 
and he doesn’t like Hollywood Nazis — 
does his house have no mirrors? 

The one attempt at theoretical 
sophistication is to borrow the terms 
Id, Ego and Superego from Freud — 
you suspect Collett has lifted this from 
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Mark Collett 
and a friend 


Review by 
Leonard Trepper 


Wikipedia rather than from reading The 
Ego and the Id — although his use of 
cod psychology is far from convincing or 
enlightening. He also uses the metaphor 
of the beehive to describe his utopian 
society — amusingly Victor Erice’s 
brilliant 1973 film Spirit of the Beehive 
used the same metaphor to expose the 
authoritarianism at the heart of fascism. 

Collett has a particularly creepy 
obsessive hatred of feminism. But 
he doesn’t explain which feminism 
he’s referring to — is it radical, 
conservative, queer, postcolonial or 
liberal feminism? Is it legislation that 
treats women as equals? Which writers 
specifically from that rich theoretical 
tradition does he wish to refute? 

Well, we don’t know because he 
doesn’t mention any, or attempt to 
engage with any of their arguments. 
He constantly essentialises feminism 
in much the same way that he 
stereotypes women and then lamely 
attempts to justify his misogyny. 

This is the worst form of sloppy, lazy, 
evidence-free argumentation. If this 
were submitted as a sixth form essay, 
it would receive a fail grade. In the old 
days, it would never have made it out 
of the publisher’s slush pile. 


Sheer awfulness 


It’s hard to do justice to the sheer 
awfulness of the writing. The effect is 
not unlike being harangued by the golf 
club bore. Or perhaps when the golf 
club bore decides, after one beer too 
many, to bludgeon you repeatedly over 
the head with a one wood made entirely 
of life-sapping prose, empty arguments 
and vacuous hate-filled assertion. 

Now bear in mind that I’ve put the 
hours in with turgid fascist prose. I’ve 
read the whole of former BNP fiihrer 
John Tyndall’s The Eleventh Hour, 
for a start. But Collett’s writing style is 
so leaden, so lifeless, so repetitive, so 
leaden, so lifeless, so repetitive (you 
get the idea...) that he makes Tyndall 
seem like the literary offspring of 
Christopher Hitchens and Susan 
Sontag by comparison. 

The book is available for free 
download if you Google it. Please 
save your internet bandwidth and 
your sanity by refraining from doing 
so. You may be reading this review 
thinking, “It can’t be that bad”. Trust 
me, it’s even worse. @ 
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NUT, Cardiff 


elegates gathered for 

the National Union 

of Teachers’ annual 

conference in Cardiff 

to debate a number of 
motions including those on racism 
and migration. 

NUT general secretary Kevin 
Courtney said, “We must continue to 
work alongside other organisations 
to stop racist, anti-immigrant and 
anti-refugee rhetoric from taking 
hold in our communities. Many 
teachers experience first-hand the 
unsettling and sometimes dangerous 
consequences prejudice has on the 
pupils in their schools and, for many 
BME staff, on themselves.” 

The NUT has produced a guide, 
Welcoming Refugee Children to Your 
School, and Kevin thanked teachers 
who had helped refugee children 
settle into school as well as those who 
had helped at the migrant camps 
in Calais, trying to provide some 
educational support in the desperate 


Front in 1979. Kevin explained why 
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lobby the government urging a 


living conditions that the migrants Daniel had won the award this year. Dominic Byrne renewed commitment to the “Dubs 
there had faced. “Efforts to promote equality and of the NUT joins amendment”, which was supposed 
Kevin also spoke of the diversity are central to the NUT’s Cathy Pound at to ensure that 3,000 unaccompanied 


union’s grave concerns about the 
government’s Prevent strategy, 
particularly as it relates to schools 
and education settings. “Prevent 
reinforces an ‘us’ and ‘them’ view of 
the world which divides communities 
and sows mistrust of British Muslims. 
It should be replaced by strategies 
based on dialogue, transparency and 
openness,” he said. 

Daniel Kebede of North Tyneside 
NUT received the Blair Peach Award 
for his anti-racism work, both 
in school and through the wider 
community. The award is named 
after the anti-fascist teacher Blair 
Peach who was killed by police while 
demonstrating against the National 
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work,” he said. 

“Daniel sets a fantastic example, 
delivering workshops at school, 
working with outside bodies such as 
Show Racism the Red Card, Stand Up 
to Racism and Newcastle’s Islamic 
Diversity Centre. He also organised 
an anti-racist music festival attended 
by thousands of local people. Daniel 
is taking the NUT’s message far and 
wide, and is a fitting winner.” 


PCS, Brighton 


The PCS civil servants’ union met in 
Brighton this year and its conference 
carried a motion authorising the 
national executive committee to 


the Searchlight stall yefugee children could be admitted to 


Britain. 

The NEC is now mandated to 
work with the PCS Home Office 
group, refugee support groups and 
local organisations to try to get the 
government to overturn its decision 
to drop the Dubs resettlement 
scheme. A delegate from the PCS 
Home Office Croydon branch, moving 
the resolution, pointed out, “The 
government said they would abide 
by the spirit and the letter of the 
scheme, but then brought it to an end, 
sneaking it out the day of the EU exit 
debate in Parliament.” 

Stand Up to Racism held a fringe 
meeting at the conference to discuss 
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Anti-racism and equality were at the heart of this year's trade union conferences and 
events. Cathy Pound from Trade Union Friends of Searchlight was there 


how to build the biggest possible 
movement against racism and tackle 
the multiple issues facing anti-racists 
today, with PCS general secretary 
Mark Serwotka among the speakers. 
Speeches and debate addressed 
refugee rights, the rights of EU workers 
in Britain, the Black Lives Matter 
campaign, anti-fascism and countering 
Islamophobia and antisemitism. 


BECTU, Brighton 


Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
joined the BECTU broadcasting 
and entertainment union at its 
conference in Brighton. Delegates who 
took the latest issue of Searchlight 
magazine were greeted with the face 
of US president Trump’s far right 
advisor Steve Bannon on the cover — 
something that definitely caught their 
eye and their interest. 

New contacts were made and 
old friends of Searchlight came to 
say hello and ask the now frequent 
question, “I don’t suppose Gerry 
Gable is still about, is he?” They 
are always happy to hear that the 
Searchlight editor is very much about, 
and to take his contact details to keep 
in touch and pass on information or to 
draw on his anti-fascist expertise. 


NASUWT, Manchester 


Manchester was the location for 
this year’s annual conference of 

the NASUWT teachers’ union. 

The NASUWT also hosted a fringe 
meeting, entitled, “Act for Racial 
Justice,” to build the union’s anti- 
racist campaign. Act for Racial 
Justice aims to challenge all forms 
of race discrimination, injustice and 
inequality in education. 

The themes of the campaign are 
wide-ranging, addressing issues of 
racial discrimination for teachers 
within the profession alongside 
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to gather and pay tribute to the six 
farm labourers who were pioneers of 
the trade union movement in Britain. 
They were arrested for swearing an 
illegal oath and sentenced to seven 
years’ transportation and hard labour 
in Australia. 

The march through the village this 
year was attended by trade unionists 
from far and wide. Many banners 
brought reminders of historic struggles. 
The banner of the Friends of the 
Women Chainmakers was there, 
commemorating workers who staged 
a key strike in 1910. Another banner 
remembered the International Brigades 
who went to fight fascism in Spain. 

The Doncaster branch of the RMT 
transport union brought a banner 
sporting a photo of Bob Crow, the 
union’s former general secretary, 
whose death in 2014 was a great loss 
to the trade union movement. He was 
also a great supporter of anti-fascism 
and a true friend of Searchlight. 

Trade unionists and activists left 
Tolpuddle with renewed energy and 
determination to continue the fight. 
The festival reinforced the message 
that is so important to trade unionists 
and anti-fascists alike: “Unity is 
strength.” & 


inequality in educational provision 
for black and ethnic minority pupils, 
unequal academic attainment among 
different minority groups and the 
wider problem of racism in society. 
Another fringe meeting discussed 
“Supporting Refugee Children in 
Crisis”, looking at how the NASUWT 
can support refugee children in schools 
here in the UK as well as working 
internationally with sister trade unions 
and others to address the needs of 
refugee children around the world. 
Alongside addressing basic needs 
for food and shelter, the NASUWT 
campaigns for the right to education 
here in the UK and worldwide. 


UCU, Manchester 


Sally Hunt, general secretary of the 
UCU lecturers’ union, opened the 
annual conference in Manchester 
with a speech addressing the terrorist 
attack in the city that took place 

on 22 May. “Education is what this 
union is all about and our response 
to this horrific incident must be to 
continue to champion knowledge, 
truth, tolerance and diversity,” she 
said. “These are British values that are 
worth fighting for.” 

The union’s equality committee 
brought forward a motion committing 
the union to “defend the equality 
agenda”, which was carried with 
amendments. The exhibition area and 
all the key debates were captured by 
conference artist Lynne Chapman, and 
delegates stopped to look each day at 
her amazing watercolour sketches of 
speakers addressing the conference, 
with key quotes from their speeches. 


Doncaster RMT's 
banner carries a 
portrait of former 
union leader Bob 
Crow, a staunch 
anti-fascist 


Tolpuddle Festival 


The annual festival to commemorate 
the Tolpuddle Martyrs, in the Dorset 
village of Tolpuddle, was once again 

an opportunity for trade unionists 
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Croydon unites 


Trade unionists were among those demonstrating in support of migrants and 
refugees and against racism and fascism in south London. Cathy Pound reports 


he UK Visas and Immigration office at Lunar 

House, in Croydon, south London, has long 

been a target for racists and fascists. Trade 

unionists turned out again to oppose yet 

another anti-immigration demo on 6 May. 
This time, it took place against the background of a vicious 
racist attack on three young asylum seekers just a few 
weeks previously. 

Croydon Trades Union Council banners were on display 
outside Lunar House and it had been key, alongside the 
PCS Home Office Croydon branch, in mobilising trade 
unionists and local people to show that Croydon welcomes 
refugees and rejects hatred directed at migrants. 

The local Croydon Advertiser reported the events live 
as anti-fascists made their stand against fascists from the 
South East Alliance and a handful with National Front 
flags. The paper noted that there were “about 20 members 
of the South East Alliance compared with about 100 pro- 
immigration supporters” at the start, with more anti-racist 
supporters joining as the day progressed. 

The anti-racists and anti-fascists drowned out the 
speeches given at the anti-immigration rally with chanting 
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and music, including a track by grime star Stormzy. We 
should be heartened that so few fascists were willing to 
come onto the streets to express their racist hatred in 
public. But anti-immigration views are widely held and the 
fascists keep trying to capitalise on this. 

Paul Sillett of Unite Against Fascism said, “This protest 
is about rejecting the hate politics and poison from the 
South East Alliance, people who have a track record of 
fascism and Islamophobia. We say these people have no 
place in society. Refugees and asylum seekers should be 
welcome — the fascists are not.” 


Attack 


In the month before the Lunar House demonstration, 
local anti-racists organised protests and vigils following 
the attack on three young asylum seekers. The three were 
attacked at a bus stop in Croydon on 31 March by a group 
of young people leaving a nearby pub. 

The attack left 17 year old Reker Ahmed in hospital with 
very serious injuries, including a fractured spine and bleed 
to the brain. 

What shocked people throughout the UK was the fact 
that up to 20 or 30 people gathered around to watch 
the attack and those who did intervene and call for help 
appeared to have had to get through these onlookers. 

Activists called an emergency vigil on Sunday 2 April 
and a larger event was held on Saturday 8 April away from 
the scene of the crime, in the busy centre of Croydon’s 
shopping malls. 

People continued to join the vigil and speaker after 
speaker emphasised that what was needed was for 
the community to openly reject racism and defend 
multiculturalism. Speakers said the majority of the 
community condemned racism and the violent attack. 

Nine people were originally arrested on suspicion of 
attempted murder in relation to the attack on Reker 
Ahmed, while 13 young men and women aged between 15 
and 24 were charged on 2 May with violent disorder. Of 
these, two were also charged with causing grievous bodily 
harm with intent. 

As the accused have denied all the charges against 
them they are now set to face a high-profile trial, which is 
expected to take place in October. e 
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Armed Nazis on the streets 


Te ‘Unite the Right’ protest in 
Charlottesville last month was one 
of the largest fascist demonstrations 
in the United States for a generation. 
Anti-racist Heather Hayer was 
tragically murdered when a car was 
driven at speed into the counter- 
protest. 

The neo-Nazi protest was 
supposedly against the removal of a 


Confederate statue. It pulled together 


an array of white supremacist and 
fascist groups and was supposed to 
represent a new found unity between 
the ideologically disparate American 
alt-right. The reality was very On 
Friday night the neo-Nazis held a 
torchlight procession which chanted 
“Jews will not replace us” and “Blood 


and soil”. It was a show of physical 
force designed to intimidate their 


political enemies and encourage their 


own ranks. Along the procession a 
small group of students protesting 
against racism were surrounded and 
attacked before police allowed the 
march to continue. 

The following day saw 
groups of fascists turn out armed 
with clubs, shields and guns 
determined to fight counter- 
protesters. Militia groups armed 
with AR15s patrolled the edge of 
the demonstration, claiming they 
thought both the neo-Nazis andanti- 
fascists were as bad as each other. 
This false equivalency was echoed 
by the President of the United States 
Donald Trump. To try and suggest 


A neo-Nazi stands with a shield emblazoned with the acronym for “right 
wing death squads” while an armed militia member stands guard. 


that there is no difference between 
a Klan member intent on wiping 
out races they view as inferior and 
Heyer, a young woman marching 
against racism is a dangerous 
precedent to set. 

It allows far right groups 
with a long history of racist 
violence cover to attack anti- 
racists and anti-fascists. It puts 
murder victims like Heyer in the 
same category as people like mass 
shooter Dylan Roof, it paints a 
target on every person who wishes 
to demonstrate against fascist 
groups. 

The protest came to an 
end when a state of emergency was 
issued after a car ploughed into the 
anti-fascist counter-protest. Hayer, 
32, a paralegal was killed and 
dozens were injured. 


Heather Heyer was killed when a Nazi drove their car at speed into 
the anti-fascist counter-protest to the neo-Nazi rally. 


The American Teachers Federation 
has been at the forefront of putting 
on vigils for those injured and the 
young woman (pictured) who was 
killed, they released the following 
statement on the attacks. 


“What happened in Charlottesville is 
a dark turning point for our country. 
It is not just a sobering reminder 

of the very real racism and anti- 
Semitism running through the veins 
of America, but a call to stand up 

to the forces of hate and division in 
this country that feel emboldened in 
todays America. 

This type of domestic 
terrorism has pilloried communities 
of color, Jews and other marginalized 
groups throughout history. We know 
it’s something we simply can't be 
silent about, but this weekend in 
Charlottesville marked a turning 
point. Friday’s torch- light march 
showed that white supremacists are so 
emboldened that they don't even feel 
the need to wear hoods. The violence 
directed at counter- protesters was 


meant to instill fear in the hearts of 
people who are fighting for a more 
inclusive America. The tragic deaths 
and injuries of protestors and first 
responders should be a renewed call to 
action for us all. This is a significant 
moment, and we must act now. 

If we are silent in a moment 
like this, then these neo-Nazis and 
members of the Ku Klux Klan win. 
Silence is complicity with their 
violence. 

Sieg heils and proclaiming 
white supremacy are threats against 
our communities. Running people 
over for saying that black lives matter 
is attempted, if not actual, murder. 
And the president of the United States 
should not equivocate; he should 
denounce Nazis, the KKK and white 
supremacy in the most forceful and 
unambiguous terms. Only one side 
intended violence and intimidation 
and hate—the white supremacists— 
and anyone in a position of power or 
with a responsibility to keep people 
safe must not equivocate or mince 
words. 


We call on the president, 
the Justice Department and the 
FBI to conduct real, transparent 
investigations into terrorism 
from white supremacists. We 
call on elected officials and law 
enforcement from all 50 states to 
use all of the resources at their 
disposal to keep our communities 
safe. People in America need to 
know that laws will be enforced to 
protect them. White Americans get 
to presume the laws will protect 
them; people of color, Jews Muslim, 
and queer Americans deserve that 
peace of mind as well. 

As students go back to 
school this year, they're going to 
be afraid. For too many, this type 
of racism, anti-Semitism and 
homophobia will replicate itself 
in our communities and on our 
playgrounds. It’s left many of us 
educators determined to discuss this 
with our students. 

We must stand for what 
is right. Communities of color, 
Jews, LGBTQ people and other 
marginalized people deserve justice. 
Everyone deserves a chance at 
the American dream. America 
is stronger when we embrace 
our diversity and work to give 
opportunity to everyone. 

Let’s stand together tonight. 
Let’s make sure our love is stronger 
than their hate.. 


Rebel! Media in meltdown 


A, we go to press alt-right 


YouTube channel Rebel Media 
(see our feature pages, 18-21) was 
in meltdown. UK correspondent 
Caolan Robertson and his partner, 
producer George John were sacked. 
Their departure came among a series 
of resignations and sackings. Former 
English Defence League founder 
Stephen Yaxley-Lennon appeared to 
be staying with the channel as was 
Lucy Brown. 

Canadian presenter Faith 
Goody was sacked for appearing on a 
podcast hosted by neo-Nazi website 
Daily Stormer. The co-founder 
Brian Lilley left claiming editorial 
differences, Hamish Marshall has 
resigned from the Rebels board of 
directors. Gavin McInnes, one of 
their most popular contributors, 
is rumoured to be departing soon 
for conspiracy theorist Alex Jones’ 
channel InfoWars. 

Robertson and John’s 
departure was announced in 
an explosive video released on 
Robertson's own YouTube channel. 
Robertson made a string of 
allegations about Rebel founder Ezra 
Levant, sparing a vicious row with 
the Canadian. While negotiating 
their departure from the channel 
the pair had secretly recorded 
Levant offering them “hush money” 
in exchange for a non-disclosure 
agreement. 

At the heart of the row was a 
four-bed property on 
Chapel Road in Flitwick, 
Bedfordshire. Robertson and 
John have left their Kings Road 
apartment. The pair claim Levant 
encouraged them to set up a home 
studio (pictured), close to the home 


of Yaxley-Lennon. When negotiating 
their departure they requested 
Levant cover the rent for their new 
home. 

Both Robertson and Levant 
accused each other of financial 
impropriety, with each denying 
the allegations. Robertson revealed 
extensive details about the channel's 
business model. Correspondents are 
encouraged to cover stories which 
the firm can start campaigns or 
donation drives over, examples in the 
UK include a shopkeeper in a dispute 
with a council who needed legal 
representation and a former soldier 
who needed a wheelchair. Rebel 
provided legal representation for the 
shopkeeper and a new wheelchair 
for the former solider, all funded by 
users donations. 

As part of the campaign 
Rebel will register a domain name, 


point it at a dedicated page on their 
website, start a petition and then start 
collecting donations. The petitions 
are used for email harvesting and 
correspondents are pressured to collect 
as many of these as possible. Once 
Rebel has an email address the owner 
can be solicited for donations and 
encouraged to watch videos. 
Robertson alleged it was the editorial 
focus on campaigns which could 
be monetised and used for data 
harvesting which caused Levant to 
can a video which Robertson claims 
was set to expose alleged wrongdoing 
in the UKIP leadership campaign. 
Levant accused Robertson and John 
of moonlighting for a UKIP candidate 
and neglecting their duties at the alt- 
right YouTube channel. 

The candidate in question 
was Anne Marie Waters, the hardline 
IsLamophobe who is attempting to 


win control of the right-wing party. 
Robertson and John have produced 

a campaign video for Waters. Anne 
Marie Waters has twice appeared in 
Rebel Media videos made by the pair. 
Her UKIP leadership bid is being 
heavily backed by all of the UK Rebel 
team, with Yaxley-Lennon using his 
considerable social media presence to 
encourage counter-jihad activists to 
join the party in a bid to win control 
of it for Waters. Ex-BNP activist Jack 
Buckby has also thrown his support 
behind Waters’ leadership bid and 
has been working on her campaign, 
despite being barred from joining 
UKIP. 

According to Robertson, 
Levant lacked the interest his 
UK team had in counter-jihad 
activists taking control of UKIP. 
Rebel’s implosion and the row 
between founder Levant and the 
Robertson and John, is reminiscent 
of the vicious spat between alt- 
right publisher’s Arktos Media and 
Counter Currents. Falling out over 
allegations of financial misconduct 
appears to be becoming increasingly 
common on the alt-right. 

Many of the characters 
involved in Rebel’s UK team are set 
to take to the streets of Bristol on 
Sunday 10 September for an anti- 
Muslim protest. Waters, Robertson, 
Buckby and Brown are all set to speak 
at a rally. There are signs this could be 
another protest by Yaxley-Lennon’s 
UK Against Hate. The Manchester 
protest in June was originally billed as 
an event organised by Gays Against 
Sharia-UK, until days before when 
it was revealed it was actually going 
to be a UK Against Hate event. Gays 
Against Sharia-UK are one of the 
groups supporting this Islamophobic 
protest. Eyes will be on Bristol to see 
how this farce plays out. 
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spooked by 
Searchlight 


A nerteaiet conspiracy 
theorists and Holocaust denying 
neo-Nazis were forced to cancel 
a meeting last month thanks 

to intelligence gathered by 
Searchlight. Ian Fantom’s Keep 
Talking meetings have been 
taking place in the vicinity 
Camden area of London over the 
past few months. The latest was 
cancelled on police advice after 
anti-fascist groups pledged to 
protest the event. 

This meeting was due 
to be hosted in Holborn, the 
meeting was to focus on Princess 
Diana’s’ death. One theory the 
group intended to discuss accuses 
Israeli intelligence service Mossad 
of being behind the accident 
which led to the princess's death. 
This is a way neo-Nazis attempt 
to introduce anti-Semitic ideas to 
gullible audiences, eager to hear 
new conspiracy theories. 

An invitation to the 
meeting was circulated among 
attendees of the London Forum 
series of meetings, by Forum 
organiser Jeremy Bedford-Turner. 
Bedford-Turner’s support for 
the event merely highlights the 
neo-Nazi involvement in Keep 


Talking. Prominent Holocaust 
denier Nick Kollerstrom has 
organised events for the group in 
the past and was due to speak at an 
event in Camden in May. Before 
Kollertstrom could speak anti- 
fascists, including a contingent 
from the Rail, Marine and 
Transport (RMT) union, had the 
meeting shut down and dispersed. 
Gerry Gable, the long- 
serving editor of Searchlight, said 
Keep Talking “has its root among 
American anti-Semites who spread 
the story that the ‘Jews’ were 
behind the 9/11 attacks.” Gable 
added: “They put out the line that 
Jews employed in the Twin Towers 
were secretly ordered by the people 
behind the attack that they should 
not go to work on the day of the 
attacks... It was obviously easily 
disproved.” 
This is just the latest in 
a series of meetings that Keep 
Talking have tried to host and have 
been shut down by intelligence 
led, anti-fascist work and should 
have fascists looking nervously 
at each other wondering where 
the information was leaked 
from. Hopefully, the next Keep 
Talking meeting will be just as 
disappointing for these 
neo-Nazi cranks as the last. 
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Cathy Pound pays tribute to the broadcaster and activist 


hen news came 

that Darcus 

Howe - writer, 

broadcaster 

and political 
giant — had died people felt the need 
to come together to mark the passing 
of someone who has had a profound 
impact as a proponent of black 
people’s self-determination. 

The Black Cultural Archives in 
Brixton, south London, organised 
a commemorative event in April 
where people could gather, speak 
about Darcus and watch two films, 
Mangrove Nine (1973) and an 
autobiographical documentary, 
Travels With My Camera: Is This My 
Country (2006), projected onto the 
wall of the BCA building. 

People kept arriving until they 
spilled out into Windrush Square, 
coming to pay tribute to Darcus, to his 
own achievements and to the support, 
inspiration and encouragement he 
had given to others in the movement. 

Hailing from Trinidad where 
his parents were teachers, Darcus 
had been raised surrounded by 
Shakespeare and Dickens and had 
landed a scholarship to Queen’s 
Royal College, in the Trinidadian 
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capital, Port of Spain. He was already 
politicised and, alongside learning 
Latin, he attended the mass rallies 
for Trinidadian independence and 
spent time with young street gang 
members who followed a steel band, 
the Renegades. 

Darcus arrived in the UK at the 
start of the 1960s, aged 18. He 
intended to study to be a barrister but 
soon left to spend time with the Black 
Power movement in the US — it was 
this experience that would determine 
his politics from that point on. 

Back in Trinidad he began working 
as a journalist for the Vanguard, the 
newspaper of the Oilfield Workers’ 
Trade Union. During February to 
April 1970 Darcus saw black workers 
mobilising, protesting, debating and 
self-organising, and this gave him 
belief that black self-determination 
could be a reality. 

He returned to the UK shortly after 
this and helped organised a march 
in August 1970 when the Mangrove 
restaurant, which had become a 
community hub, was closed by police. 

Darcus was arrested and he and 
Althea Jones-Lecointe defended 
themselves and the other seven 
members of the “Mangrove Nine” in 
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court. After 55 days they secured a 
victory with all charges dropped, while 
the judge acknowledged that there 
was “evidence of racial hatred on both 
sides”. This was an early admission of 
institutional racism. 

Darcus became editor of Race 
Today in 1974 — the Race Today 
Collective had premises on Railton 
Road next to the Brixton Advice 
Centre. During the Brixton riots of 
1981 Howe and others monitored and 
recorded events. 

His TV career was wide-ranging, with 
the series The Bandung File (1985-91) 
covering everything from pirate radio in 
London to the overthrow of Baby-Doc 
Duvalier in Haiti. The Devil’s Advocate 
(1992-96) was perhaps Darcus’s best 
known and best loved series. As his 
colleague, Narinder Minhas, put it, he 
“brought the intelligent discussions 
about race to primetime”. 

Darcus had an Evening Standard 
column in the 1990s and wrote 
for the New Statesman for over a 
decade. His TV career continued with 
documentaries, including Slave Nation 
(2001) and White Tribe (2006), in 
which he analysed Britishness and 
whiteness. Darcus examined the rise 
of English nationalism and resentment 
against Polish migrants and was aware 
of how toxic this could be. 


Race 


He continued to be the “go to” person 
on race issues and was involved as a 
key advisor on the TV series Guerrilla, 
which is set in 1970s London and 
portrays the British Black Power 
movement — it was screened shortly 
after Darcus’s death. 

In a sense, he had become part of 
the establishment, but on his own 
terms. He did not soften his views or 
mellow over the years. Many of his 
friends and colleagues remarked that 
he could be forthright and difficult at 
times because of his own self-belief. 

But as Labour peer Paul Boateng 
said, “He was a lot of fun, with a cultural 
hinterland of extraordinary depth.” 
Darcus used his great intellectual 
ability, personal charisma and charm 
for political ends. His life’s work was 
to fight for equality: he did this as a 
writer and broadcaster but also always 
as an activist. * 


m@ Darcus Howe, 26 February 1943 — 
1 April 2017 
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TUC e Congress 2017 


Dear sisters and brothers, 


Trade Union Friends of Searchlight and | 
everyone at Searchlight magazine would like 
to wish TUC delegates a wry Successful 
2017 Congress. 


~ We look forward to working together for ~~ 
another year. 


